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By: Bernal H.B. No. 781

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to certain public school instructional requirements and
prohibitions and the incorporation of certain instructional
activities as part of student coursework.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 21.4555(a) and (b), Education Code, are
amended to read as follows:

(a) To facilitate the teaching of curriculum consistent
with Section [Sections] 28.002 (h=-2) [and—28.0022], the
commissioner shall develop and make available civics training
programs for teachers and administrators.

(b) A civics training program developed under this section
must include training in:

(1) the essential knowledge and skills for the social
studies curriculum related to civic knowledge adopted under Section
28.002(h-2) ;

(2) guided classroom discussion of current events, as
appropriate for the grade 1level [and—consistent—with—the
restriections under Section28-0022];

(3) classroom simulations and models of governmental

and democratic processes consistent with the requirements [and

ctions] of Section [Seetions] 28.002(h-2) [and28-0022];
(4) media literacy, including instruction on

verifying information and sources, identifying and responding to
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H.B. No. 781
logical fallacies, and identifying propaganda, as appropriate for
the grade level [andeconsistentwith the restriectionsunder Section
28-6622]; and

(5) strategies for incorporating civics instruction
into subject areas other than social studies.

SECTION 2. Section 22.05125(b), Education Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(b) A classroom teacher employed by a school district may
not be subject to disciplinary proceedings for an allegation that
the teacher violated [Seection28-0022,-] the Establishment Clause of
the First Amendment of the United States Constitution [+] or a
related state or federal law if:

(1) the teacher wused only instructional material
included on the list of approved instructional material maintained
by the State Board of Education under Section 31.022 and adopted by
the district; and

(2) the allegation does not dispute that the teacher
delivered instruction from instructional material described by
Subdivision (1) with fidelity.

SECTION 3. The heading to Section 28.0022, Education Code,
is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 28.0022. CERTAIN INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES PERMITTED
[ REQUIREMENTSAND-PRPROHIBITIONS] .

SECTION 4. Section 28.0022(a), Education Code, is amended

to read as follows:
(a) For any course or subject, including an innovative

course, for a grade level from kindergarten through grade 12, [+
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SECTION 5. Section 31.0712, Education Code, 1is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 31.0712. OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCE ADVISORY BOARD. The
agency shall establish an open education resource advisory board to
ensure that open education resource instructional materials made
available under this subchapter are:

(1) of the highest quality;

(2) aligned with the essential knowledge and skills
adopted by the State Board of Education under Section 28.002 for the
applicable subject and grade level;

(3) suitable for the age of students at the grade level
for which the materials are developed; and

(4) free from bias and factual error [+—and

[{5)—3ncompliance with Section 280022,

SECTION 6. Section 31.1011(a), Education Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(a) Each school district and open-enrollment charter school
shall annually certify to the State Board of Education and the
commissioner that:

(1) for each subject in the required curriculum under
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H.B. No. 781
Section 28.002, other than physical education, and each grade
level, the district or school:

(A) provides each student with instructional
materials that cover all elements of the essential knowledge and
skills adopted by the State Board of Education for that subject and
grade level; and

(B) 1in the provision of instructional materials,
protects students from obscene or harmful content as necessary for
compliance with:

(i) the Children's Internet Protection Act
(Pub. L. No. 106-554);

(ii) [Seetion 2800225

[{4344)] Section 43.22, Penal Code; and

(iii) [4Fw>] any other law or regulation

that protects students from obscene or harmful content; and
(2) the district or school used money allocated to the

district or school under the instructional materials and technology
allotment only for purposes allowed under Section 31.0211.

SECTION 7. Sections 28.0022(b), (c), (d), (e), (f£f), and
(g), Education Code, are repealed.

SECTION 8. This Act applies beginning with the 2025-2026
school year.

SECTION 9. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as
provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2025.
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