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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to certain charges in connection with a fine for violation of a motor vehicle law. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  In this Act:



(1)  "Delinquent fine" means a fine that is not paid on or before the last date on which payment may be made without penalty, as determined by applicable law or court order. 



(2)  "Motor vehicle misdemeanor" means a violation, punishable as a misdemeanor, of a statute or municipal ordinance that regulates:




(A)  parking or stopping of a motor vehicle;




(B)  a driver's conduct or condition while operating a motor vehicle; or




(C)  the condition of a motor vehicle while it is being operated. 


SECTION 2.  On collection by a municipality or county of a delinquent fine for a motor vehicle misdemeanor the person owing the delinquent fine is liable to the municipality or county for:



(1)  interest on the amount of the delinquent fine at an annual rate of 15 percent for the period beginning on the date the fine becomes delinquent and ending on the date the delinquent fine is collected; and



(2)  attorney's fees in an amount equal to the lesser of:




(A)  the amount of attorney's fees the municipality or county incurs in the collection of the delinquent fine; or




(B)  $150 for each hour of attorney's services used in collection of the delinquent fine. 


SECTION 3.  The change in law made by this Act applies only to a fine that becomes delinquent on or after the effective date of this Act. 


SECTION 4.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1993. 


SECTION 5.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency   and   an   imperative   public   necessity   that   the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

