
By A. Smith of Harris, Cain
H.B. No. 2521

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the development of a statewide telecommunications network for state entities. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1. Section 10.05, State Purchasing and General Services Act (Article 601b, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:


Sec. 10.05.  Sharing of services or facilities. 


(a)  Telecommunications facilities and services, to the extent feasible and desirable, shall be provided on an integrated or shared basis, or both, to avoid waste of state funds and manpower. 


(b)  The commission, the Department of Information Resources and the Comptroller shall develop, in coordination with Texas A & M University System and the University of Texas System, other institutions of higher education as deemed appropriate and other state agencies, a plan for a state telecommunications network that will effectively and efficiently meet the long‑term voice, video and computer communications requirements of state government.  The plan should recognize that all state agencies and institutions of higher education are a single entity and are included in the plan for purposes of purchasing and tariff determination.  The plan shall manifest the efficiencies obtained through the use of shared transmission services and open systems architecture as they become available, building upon existing systems where appropriate, and shall utilize the technical expertise represented in the institutions of higher education and state agencies.  The commission, department, and Comptroller shall present to the governor and the legislature a comprehensive summary of the plan and its implementation schedule before September 1, 1994. 


SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 1993. 


SECTION 3. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

