H.R. No. 343

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, The death of Murray Travis Freeman on January 6, 1993, at the age of 68, has been a great loss to the many friends and relatives of this distinguished East Texas businessman and civic leader; and


WHEREAS, A native and longtime resident of Port Arthur, Mr. Freeman was born on March 16, 1924, the youngest child of Charles and Janie Jefferson Freeman; he was graduated from Wiley College with a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry and later continued his studies at Howard University and the University of Pennsylvania; and


WHEREAS, An esteemed member of the Port Arthur business community, Mr. Freeman returned to his hometown to assist his ailing father in the management of the family's business and, after his father's passing in 1951, formed a partnership with his sister, Gloria, to become senior partner and buyer with Freeman's Drug Store; and


WHEREAS, He was well regarded for his tireless work in behalf of the Port Arthur community and made lasting contributions as a member of the board of directors of Merchants Bank and Prince Hall Village Apartments and also was chairman of the Park Place Medical Center; in addition, this distinguished gentleman offered his invaluable insight and keen judgment as a member of the Urban Renewal Board and the Pleasure Island Commission; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Freeman was a man of boundless energies who enjoyed the close friendships and organizational ties that he formed as a member of several professional and civic organizations, including the Epsilon Phi Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, the Lakeshore Lodge Free and Accepted Masons Prince Hall Masons, the Kingsmen Social and Civic Club, and Nafud Temple, Number 80; and


WHEREAS, In recognition of the many and significant contributions he had made to the betterment of his community, the city of Port Arthur honored him posthumously, declaring January 19, 1993, as Murray Travis Freeman Day in the city; and


WHEREAS, A deeply religious man, Mr. Freeman received his spiritual strength as a devout member of Israel Chapel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and, in addition to attending services, faithfully served the members of his religious community as a member of the church's board of trustees; and


WHEREAS, He was a man of great integrity who dedicated much of his life to serving the needs of his community; though his special presence will be missed by all who knew him, his spirit will surely live on in the hearts and minds of the many people whose lives were touched by this exceptional gentleman; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 73rd Texas Legislature hereby pay tribute to the life of Murray Travis Freeman and extend sincere sympathy to the members of his family:  to his devoted wife of 38 years, Carolyn Huntsberry Freeman; to his two daughters, Kimberly Freeman‑Montalvo and Phyllis Freeman Stewart; to his grandson, Freeman Knox Montalvo; to his brother, Charles Freeman, Jr.; to his sister, Gloria Freeman Robinson; to his aunt, Emelda Jefferson; and to his many other family members and friends; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That official copies of this resolution be prepared for the members of his family and that when the Texas House of Representatives adjourns this day, it do so in memory of Murray Travis Freeman. 
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                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 343 was unanimously adopted by a rising vote of the House on March 2, 1993. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

