H.R. No. 743

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, Houston Works, a creation of the Houston Job Training Partnership Council, recently received well‑deserved national recognition when the U.S. Department of Labor regional office honored the council's 1992 summer jobs program as the most outstanding youth program in its category and recognized Houston Works' executive director Terry W. Hudson for his contributions as an outstanding job training professional; and


WHEREAS, These two awards, presented at the regional office's annual conference award ceremony in Dallas, rightfully recognize the exceptional success enjoyed by the Houston Works program last summer when it joined the efforts of municipal government officials, local news media, community organizations, and area businesses to provide meaningful employment experience for approximately 7,700 of the community's youth; and


WHEREAS, A private, nonprofit organization, Houston Works is the chief administrative agency for local employment and training programs under the Job Training Partnership Act; it is governed by a 40‑member board appointed by the mayor of Houston and approved by the governor and embodies the exemplary collaborative effort of local business and education communities, labor representatives, civic leaders, and community activists working to meet the needs of economically disadvantaged Houstonians; and


WHEREAS, Under the dynamic leadership of Mr. Hudson, who was appointed executive director by the board in 1985, Houston Works has become a highly successful organization that enjoys national acclaim as one of the leaders in the job training field, and its well‑deserved reputation was further enhanced in 1992 when it was selected by the National Alliance of Business as the Job Training Organization of the Year; and


WHEREAS, In the eight years since Mr. Hudson assumed the office of executive director for the organization, Houston Works has enabled more than 79,000 Houston residents to improve their basic job skills, acquire new vocational abilities, or attain general equivalency diplomas and thus enhance their job opportunities; and


WHEREAS, An even more remarkable tribute to Houston Works' success under Mr. Hudson's leadership is the fact that, thanks to the program's efforts, nearly 55,000 individuals have gone on to secure meaningful, unsubsidized employment despite the fact that Houston experienced one of the most severe economic downturns in the city's history during this period; and


WHEREAS, For eight consecutive years, Houston Works has met or exceeded every state and federally mandated performance standard and consequently has earned more than $5.5 million in incentive awards from the State of Texas; this superior record of achievement was further enhanced last year when Houston Works received an additional $6.2 million in federal funds under the urban aid bill; and


WHEREAS, Although the bill was passed in late June, after the start of the 1992 Houston Works summer jobs program, the organization was able to adjust rapidly to the increased funding, immediately recruiting an additional 4,000 eligible youths to participate in the program, securing an equal number of job opportunities for them in both the private and public sectors, and adding to its operational staff to oversee the expanded effort; and


WHEREAS, Having played a significant role in ensuring that tens of thousands of deserving Houstonians enjoy an opportunity to achieve the American dream of economic security, Houston Works, the members of its governing board, executive director Terry Hudson, and its hardworking and dedicated staff truly have earned the highest praise and recognition; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 73rd Texas Legislature hereby commend the Houston Job Training Partnership Council, Houston Works, and all of the men and women who have made the job training organization one of the best in the nation and extend congratulations on the national recognition they have received; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Terry W. Hudson, executive director of Houston Works, as an expression of high esteem by the Texas House of Representatives. 

Gallegos

                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 743 was adopted by the House on May 20, 1993, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

