S.C.R. No. 25

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, The Texas Legislature takes great pleasure in recognizing George S. Smith for his unique contributions to the City of Marshall, Texas; and


WHEREAS, A resident of the city for over 10 years, Mr. Smith came to Marshall in 1982 as publisher of the Marshall News Messenger and promptly became involved in various civic and business ventures; and


WHEREAS, Vitally interested in the welfare and progress of the city, Mr. Smith freely gave of his time and considerable abilities to benefit its growth and development; and


WHEREAS, He founded the one‑of‑a‑kind FireAnt Festival in 1983 which attracts more than 50,000 visitors to the city annually; and


WHEREAS, Working closely with Marshall native Wendy Reves, Mr. Smith was instrumental in organizing the city's spectacular Wonderland of Lights; the beautiful display during the Christmas season was enjoyed by more than 720,000 viewers in 1991 and grows in popularity each year; and


WHEREAS, George Smith served with distinction on the Board of Directors of the Greater Marshall Chamber of Commerce, Marshall‑Harrison County Industries, Michelson‑Reves Museum of Art, and the Harrison County Literacy Council; and


WHEREAS, The warmth, helpfulness, and generosity of spirit he displays in his contacts with people from all walks of life have made him a cherished friend by all those fortunate enough to know him; and


WHEREAS, Recognized for his many distinctive services to the city and its residents, George Smith was named Marshall's outstanding citizen in 1986; and


WHEREAS, The Arkansas native was born in Hope and moved to Texas where he  graduated from Avery High School; he attended East Texas State University, earning a bachelor of science degree in journalism and English with a teaching certificate; he received a master of science degree in business at East Texas State University in 1980; and


WHEREAS, His impressive career in newspaper work has brought him numerous honors and awards for writing, including column writing and editorials; he has also won first place awards for layout and design, photography, and advertising layout; and


WHEREAS, The citizens of Marshall and the State of Texas are deeply indebted to George S. Smith for his exceptional contributions to the city; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the 73rd Legislature of the State of Texas hereby commend George S. Smith for his exceptional accomplishments and extend best wishes to him in his new endeavors; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be prepared for Mr. Smith as an expression of the appreciation and high regard of the Texas Legislature.
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