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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Leslie Lemon, a legend in the Texas Senate and

beyond for her dedication to improving health and human services

for the people of Texas, has crossed over the rotunda to the "other

chamber"; and


WHEREAS, Leslie took it to heart that she was on the

taxpayers' payroll, always putting constituents who were in need

of help first and ensuring that the consumers of health and human

services had a voice before the Texas Senate; and


WHEREAS, During her 11 years of service, Leslie helped enable

the Senate to improve its ability to serve those most in need; and


WHEREAS, As Staff Director of the Senate Health and Human

Services Committee her name became widely known throughout the

state as an outspoken advocate for the elderly, reproductive

rights, abused children, people with physical and mental

disabilities, battered women, people living in poverty, and

truth and justice for the average citizen; and


WHEREAS, Her work benefitted every member of the Senate, as

she spent many hours with their staffs, helping their districts'

constituents get needed services both directly and indirectly; and


WHEREAS, Leslie shared her expertise and knowledge generously

and was a mentor to many budding policy wonks who demonstrated a

devotion to public service and a willingness to work hard and learn

from their work; and


WHEREAS, Her integrity, creativity, and tenacity have

established Leslie as one of the best and the brightest to ever

serve the Texas Senate; and


WHEREAS, Her resemblance to a human calculator enabled her to

untangle the complex web of health and human services agency budgets

and enlighten senators and fellow staffers as to the budgetary

needs of these services and to identify waste and inefficiencies; and


WHEREAS, Known for her talent to reenact noteworthy

legislative meetings, events, and characters, she was also a

champion lipsyncher of Aretha Franklin at Senate Media Christmas

parties and just about anywhere else the opportunity arose; and


WHEREAS, Fiercely supportive of the staff of the Senate Health

and Human Services Committee, Leslie led an effective team which

gained a reputation for its hard work; and


WHEREAS, Her leadership also led the staff to win three of

five awards, including "Best of Show" in the 1992 Sam Houston

Building Christmas Door Decorating Contest; and


WHEREAS, Notorious for working long hours, Leslie was known

to break the monotony with a "Shuffle off to Buffalo" and other

tap‑dancing routines in the 10th floor corridor of the Sam Houston

Building; and


WHEREAS, This devoted public servant had a hand in countless

health and human services investigations, reforms, and improvements,

among the most significant being abuses in psychiatric hospitals,

delivery of child protective services, funding for shelters for

battered women, abuses in nursing homes, community services for

people with disabilities, adoption rights, and accountability of

Medicaid and other government health programs; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

73rd Legislature, hereby express its deepest gratitude to

Leslie Lemon for her 11 years of outstanding service; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for her

as an expression of highest esteem and respect from the Texas Senate.

                               _____________________________________

                                      President of the Senate

                                    I hereby certify that the

                               above Resolution was adopted by

                               the Senate on February 22, 1993.

                               _____________________________________

                                      Secretary of the Senate

                               _____________________________________

                                       Member, Texas Senate

