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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Texas Panhandle Mental Health Authority will

sorely miss the wisdom and expertise of Claire Rigler, who is

retiring as executive director in June, 1993, after 13 years of

unparalleled leadership; and


WHEREAS, Recognized as a leader in the mental health field,

Ms. Rigler began her noteworthy career in 1968 when she helped

found and became director of the Suicide Prevention‑Crisis

Intervention program in Amarillo; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Rigler then set training criteria for the

program and trained volunteers; she also served as director of

Operation Drug Alert and helped establish Kairos House, a drug

rehabilitation center; and


WHEREAS, The dedication of Claire Rigler to her duties and

responsibilities is legendary; she has unselfishly contributed

prodigious amounts of her time and talents over the years on

behalf of people with severe mental illness; and


WHEREAS, Under Ms. Rigler's excellent leadership, the

Texas Panhandle Mental Health Authority programs are considered

to be a model in the state, sponsoring community‑based services

and programs designed to assist people with severe mental illness

to live outside institutions with the least restrictions possible;

and


WHEREAS, Under Ms. Rigler's superb guidance, the mental

health authority has grown to 145 employees and provides services

at 14 locations across the Texas Panhandle; and


WHEREAS, After a tour of the Texas Panhandle Mental Health

Authority, the state's deputy commissioner for mental health

praised Ms. Rigler, her staff, and the quality of mental health

care delivered; and


WHEREAS, Claire Rigler has been cited for her programs for

homeless people and community‑based mental health programs; and


WHEREAS, Claire Rigler worked side‑by‑side with

State Senator Teel Bivins as chairman of Texas Panhandle Mental

Health Authority as well as his father before him; now, therefore,

be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

73rd Legislature, hereby commend and applaud the productive career

of service of Claire Rigler and express its sincere gratitude to

Ms. Rigler for her illustrious contributions to the field of mental

health; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Claire Rigler as an expression of gratitude from the Texas Senate

with all best wishes for a rich and rewarding retirement.

                               _____________________________________

                                      President of the Senate
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                               _____________________________________
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                               _____________________________________

                                       Member, Texas Senate

