BILL ANALYSIS
C.S.H.B. 247

By: Gutierrez

03‑22‑95

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND
Currently, a member or veteran of the United States Armed Forces is allowed only one set of armed forces license plates.

PURPOSE
This bill would provide those individuals with two sets of armed forces license plates.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, department, agency or institution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.  Amends Sections 5k (f), (g) and (1), Chapter 88, General Laws, Acts of the 41st Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929, to read that (f) Except plates depicting the Capitol, Purple Heart License plates, and Pearl Harbor license plates, there is a $10 fee per year for the first set, and a $15 a year for each additional set.  The fee for Purple Heart license plates and Pearl Harbor license plates is $3 a year for the first set and $15 a year for each additional set.  (g) Pearl Harbor and Purple Heart license plates are only exempt from the registration fee for the first set of license plates regardless of the number issued.  (1) A person may only be issued one or more sets of armed forces and other military type license plates.  If the owner of a vehicle with these plates disposes of the vehicle during a registration year, the owner shall return those plates to the department and may apply for reissuance of the plates to another vehicle.

SECTION 2.  Emergency Clause.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE
The Substitute to H.B. 247 under SECTION 1 would amend Sections 5k (f), (g) and (1), Chapter 88, General Laws, Acts of the 41st Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929, to read that (f) Except plates depicting the Capitol, Purple Heart License plates, and Pearl Harbor license plates, there is a $10 fee per year for the first set, and a $15 a year for each additional set.  The fee for Purple Heart license plates and Pearl Harbor license plates is $3 a year for the first set and $15 a year for each additional set.  (g) Pearl Harbor and Purple Heart license plates are only exempt from the registration fee for the first set of license plates regardless of the number issued.  (1) A person may only be issued one or more sets of armed forces and other military type license plates.  If the owner of a vehicle with these plates disposes of the vehicle during a registration year, the owner shall return those plates to the department and may apply for reissuance of the plates to another vehicle.  Under the original version of H.B. 247 SECTION 1 would amend Sections 5k (d) and (1), Chapter 88, General Laws, Acts of the 41st Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929, to read that (d) a person who applies for (1) certain military license plates must submit proof that he or she is eligible; (2) Pearl Harbor plates must submit proof that he or she (A) [served in the armed forces of the United States;] [(B)] was [stationed] in the Hawaiian Islands on December 7, 1941, and [(C)] survived the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941; or (B) [(D)] is the surviving spouse of a person who meets the requirements of Paragraph (A); (3) Purple Heart plates must submit proof that he or she (A) has been awarded the Purple Heart medal and is: (i) an honorably discharged veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces; or (ii) a member of the U.S. Armed Forces on active duty; or (B) (i) is the surviving spouse of a recipient of the Purple Heart medal who meets the above requirements; and (ii) has not remarried; (4) WWII plates must submit proof that he or she served in the U.S. Armed Forces after December 6, 1941, and before January 1, 1947, and is an honorably discharged veteran; (5) Korean conflict plates must submit proof that he or she served in the U.S. Armed Forces after June 26, 1950, and before February 1, 1955, and is an honorably discharged veteran; (6) Vietnam plates must submit proof that he or she served in the U.S. Armed Forces after August 4, 1964, and before May 8, 1975 and: (A) is an honorably discharged veteran; or (B) is an active duty member; and (7) Desert Storm plates must submit proof that he or she served in the U.S. Armed Forces, was deployed in the Middle East, and there participated in Operation Desert Shield or Desert Storm and: (A) is an honorably discharged veteran; or (B) is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, Texas Army National Guard, Texas Air National Guard, or a member of a reserve component.  (1)  A person may be issued two sets of these military license plates.  If the owner of a vehicle with these plates disposes of the vehicle during a registration year, the owner shall return those plates to the department and may apply for reissuance of the plates to another vehicle.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION
Pursuant to a public notice posted on February 16, 1995 at 4:56 p.m. the House Commmittee on Transportation met in a public hearing on Wednesday, February 22, 1995 at 2:00 p.m. in Room E1.014 of the Capitol Extension and was called to order at 2:09 p.m. by the Chair, Representative Clyde Alexander to consider House Bill 247.  No one testified for, against, or neutrally on H.B. 247.  Chairman Alexander left H.B. 247 pending before the Committee.  On Wednesday, March 22, 1995 at 2:00 p.m., the House Committee on Transportation met in a public hearing in Room E1.014 of the Capitol Extension.  The Chair laid out H.B. 247.  Representative Alonzo laid out the substitute and without objection the substitute was adopted.  Representative Bosse moved that the Committee report H.B. 247, as substituted, to the full House with the recommendation that it do pass.  The motion prevailed by the following vote; Ayes (5), Nayes (0), Absent (4), Present not Voting (0).




