BILL ANALYSIS
H.B. 247

By: Gutierrez (Patterson)

State Affairs

 5‑8‑95

Senate Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND
Currently, a member or veteran of the U.S. armed forces is allowed only one set of armed forces license plates.

PURPOSE
As proposed, H.B. 247 authorizes and sets forth prices for certain specialized license plates for veterans of the U.S. armed forces and their surviving spouses.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Sections 5k(a), (b), and (d), Article 6675a-5k, V.T.C.S., to require the Texas Department of Transportation to design and provide for the issuance of special license plates for those vehicles that are owned by honorably discharged veterans of the U.S. armed forces and surviving spouses of persons who served in the U.S. armed forces between August 4, 1964 and May 8, 1975, and makes conforming changes.

SECTION 2.
Amends Sections 5k(f), (g), and (l), Article 6675a-5k, V.T.C.S., as follows:

(f) Provides that the fee for issuance of special plates, rather than plates depicting the capitol, Purple Heart license plates, and Pearl Harbor license plates, is $10 a year for the first set of plates and $15 a year for each additional set, rather than $10 each year.  Provides that the fee for Purple Heart and Pearl Harbor plates is $3 a year for the first set and $15 a year for each additional set, rather than $3 each year.

(g) Entitles a person to whom Pearl Harbor or Purple Heart plates are issued to only one exemption from the motor vehicle registration fee and additional county fees regardless of the number of sets of plates the person is issued.

(l) Authorizes a person to be issued one or more sets of specialized plates, rather than limiting a person to only one set.  Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 3.
Emergency clause.



Effective date: upon passage.




