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BACKGROUND
Section 6.41(c), Tax Code, provides term limits for people serving on an appraisal review board of an appraisal district.  Currently, in counties having a population over 50,000, board members may serve for all or part of three terms and then are ineligible forever.  In counties having fewer than 50,000 population, board members may serve all or part of two consecutive terms, and then may be reappointed after skipping a term.  Unfortunately, some counties over 50,000 population may not have many citizens with the specialized knowledge of appraisal techniques.  Therefore, counties having a population over 50,000 may be forced to appoint less qualified people to the appraisal review board.

PURPOSE
As proposed, H.B. 674 raises the point of differentiation for the purpose of appointing appraisal review boards from the current county population of 50,000 to 300,000, and extends the term limits that members of an appraisal review board may serve from two terms to three terms in counties with a population under 300,000.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Section 6.41(c), Tax Code, to provide that an individual who has served for all or part of three previous terms on the appraisal review board is ineligible to serve on the appraisal review board in an appraisal district established for a county having a population of more than 300,000, rather than 50,000.  Provides that an individual who has served for all or part of three, rather than two, consecutive terms on the appraisal review board is ineligible to serve on the appraisal review board during a term that begins on the next January 1 following the third, rather than second, of those consecutive terms, in an appraisal district established for any other county.

SECTION 2.
Provides that the changes in law made by this Act in the qualifications for appointment of members of the board of directors of an appraisal district do not affect the entitlement of a member serving on a board immediately before the effective date of this Act to continue to carry out the functions of the board for the remainder of the member's term.  Makes application of this Act prospective.  Provides that this Act does not prohibit a person who is a member of a board on the effective date of this Act from being reappointed to the board if the person has the qualifications required for a member under the Tax Code as amended by this Act.

SECTION 3.
Effective date:  January 1, 1996.

SECTION 4.
Emergency clause.




