BILL ANALYSIS
H.B. 3119

By: Hunter, B. (Patterson)

Finance

 5‑26‑95

Senate Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND
Under current law, a veteran or dependent of a veteran who qualifies for an exemption from dues, fees, and charges under Section 54.203 of the Education Code may not receive that exemption if the person is eligible for educational benefits under federal legislation in effect at the time of registration.

In some instances, an individual has lost the ability to claim an exemption from tuition and fees even though the federal aid for which the person is eligible is substantially smaller than the exemption for which the person would otherwise be eligible.

PURPOSE
As proposed, H.B. 3119 provides that the exemption from dues, fees, and charges provided to a veteran or dependent of a veteran enrolled at a public institution of higher education does not apply to a person if at the time of registration the person is eligible for educational benefits under federal legislation if the value of those benefits is equal to or exceeds the value of the exemption.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Section 54.203(d), Education Code, to provide that the exemption from fees provided for in Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to a person if at the time of the registration the person is eligible for educational benefits under federal legislation in effect at the time of registration if the value of those benefits is equal to or exceeds the value of the exemption, except that the person must first utilize the federal benefit for which the person is eligible and the combined amount of the federal benefit plus the amount of this waiver shall not exceed the maximum value of the waiver.

SECTION 2.
Emergency clause.



Effective date: upon passage.




