BILL ANALYSIS
H.B. 3208

By: Brimer

04‑26‑95

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND
Current law, (Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, Article 6701d) does not adequately define which vehicles are required to use safety chains.  House Bill 167, Acts of the 73rd Legislature, was passed in order to fix an irregularity which made Texas 1 of 18 states not having some type of law regulating the use of safety chains on vehicles.  

PURPOSE
H.B. 3208 amends current law to accurately define which vehicles are required to use safety chains.  This bill corrects language from the Texas Department of Public Safety and is intended to clarify the bill past least session.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the opinion of this committee that this bill delegate rulemaking authority to the Texas Department of Public Safety under Section 1.  These rules govern the strength and method of attachment of such chains.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1: Amends Subsections (b)-(f), Section 106A, Uniform Act Regulating Traffic and Highways (Article 6701d, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes) as follows:

Subsection (b) is amended to specify car or light truck and adding language specifying semitrailer.

Subsection (c) requires DPS to adopt rules governing (1)strength and (2)method of attachment of safety chains.

Subsections (d), (e), (f) adds language specifying car or light truck or semitrailers or house trailers.

SECTION 2: Effective Date: September 1, 1995.

SECTION 3: Emergency Clause.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION
Pursuant to a public notice posed on April 13, 1995 at 4:14 p.m., the House Committee on Transportation met in a public hearing on Wednesday, April 19, 1995 at 2:00 p.m., or upon adjournment, in Room E1.014 of the Capitol Extension and was called to order at 2:16 p.m. by the Chair, Representative Clyde Alexander.  The Chair laid out H.B. 3208 and recognized Representative Brimer to explain H.B. 3208.  There were no witnesses testifying in support of, or in opposition to H.B. 3208.  The Chair left H.B. 3208 pending before the Committee.  Pursuant to a public notice posted on April 21, 1995, at 4:04 p.m., the House Committee on Transportation met in a public hearing on Wednesday, April 26, 1995, at 2:00 p.m., or upon adjournment, in Room E1.014 of the Capitol Extension and was called to order at 6:13 p.m. by the Chair, Representative Clyde Alexander.  The Chair laid out H.B. 3208 by Brimer, which was pending before the Committee.  Representative Siebert moved that the Committee report H.B. 3208, without amendments, to the full House with the recommendation that it do pass.  The motion prevailed by the following vote: Ayes (8), Nayes (0), Absent (1), Present not voting (0).




