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BACKGROUND
Section 11.191, Family Code, provides the procedure for obtaining a statement of facts by a party who is unable to pay for the statement in the appeal of a case affecting the parent-child relationship.  This remedy for payment of the statement is restricted to Harris County.

Testimony before the Joint Interim Committee on the Family Code (committee) indicated that in numerous documented cases, deputy family court reporters were required to expend weeks reproducing a statement of facts without recovering anything for their services.  At the same time, the courts have no discretion in such cases.  In its review of the Family Code, the committee recommended that this provision in the code be amended to enable the courts to award payment for a statement of facts upon a finding of indigence as set forth under Rule 40, Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 512 deletes the applicability requirement of a county with a population in excess of two million regarding payment for a statement of facts in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Section 11.191, Family Code, to authorize a trial court to order the county in which a trial was held to pay the costs of preparing a statement of facts if the party requesting a statement of facts in an appeal of a suit affecting the parent-child relationship has filed an affidavit stating the party's inability to pay costs as provided by Rule 40, Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, and the affidavit is approved by the trial court.  Deletes the provision that this section shall apply to any county with a population in excess of two million according to the most recent federal census.

SECTION 2.
Effective date:  September 1, 1995.



Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3.
Emergency clause.




