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BACKGROUND
The federal government has passed regulations to control nonpoint source water pollution, stormwater discharge, sanitary sewer overflow, and wet weather water quality standards.  The cost magnitude and the technological complexity of controlling pollution, combined with the problems of collecting accurate data showing environmental effects of water pollution mean that state regulations which exceed federal requirements will most likely not be cost-effective.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 650 provides requirements for the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission when implementing regulations concerning nonpoint source water pollution, stormwater discharges, wet weather quality standards, and sanitary sewer overflows.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Chapter 26B, Water Code, by adding Section 26.0271, as follows:

Sec.  26.0271.  NONPOINT SOURCE AND WET WEATHER WATER QUALITY.  (a) Prohibits the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (commission) from adopting any regulation to address nonpoint source water pollution, stormwater discharges, wet weather water quality standards, or control of sanitary sewer overflows that exceeds applicable federal law.

(b) Requires the commission to include in a proposed regulation for water quality a legal analysis demonstrating that the proposed rule does not exceed applicable federal law.

(c) Requires the commission to employ the maximum flexibility allowed under federal law when implementing a regulation addressing water quality.  Requires the commission to take into consideration the financial conditions and constraints of local governments affected by the regulation.  Requires the commission to allow ample time for local governments to develop cost-effective control methods or facilities before initiating enforcement actions.

SECTION 2.
Emergency clause.



Effective date: 90 days after adjournment.




