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BACKGROUND
The Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways bans the use of video displays that are visible to the driver of a vehicle.  The purpose of this Act was to prohibit drivers from being distracted by televisions.  In recent years, vehicle navigation systems of various types have been developed. However, the prohibition of television screens also covers computer screens and other video display terminals.  Such systems are in wide use in police cars, emergency vehicles, taxis, and long distance trucks.  Civilian navigation systems are currently available and widely used in many states.  All such systems are illegal in Texas.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 980 provides that the use of a monitoring device that produces an electronic display and is used exclusively in conjunction with a mobile navigation system installed in the vehicle is not prohibited.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Section 139D, Article 6701d, V.T.C.S. (Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways), by adding Subsection (d), to provide that this section does not prohibit the use of a monitoring device that produces an electronic display and is used exclusively in conjunction with a mobile navigation system installed in the vehicle.

SECTION 2.
Effective date: September 1, 1995.

SECTION 3.
Emergency clause.




