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BACKGROUND
Current law does not require the defense attorney in a suit for damages arising from personal injury that resulted in the substantial disablement of the injured person to present a structured settlement to the plaintiff within a certain period of time.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 1409 requires settlement offers in certain personal injury suits to be presented in writing to the plaintiff in a timely manner.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Chapter 30, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, by adding Section 30.009, as follows:

Sec. 30.009.  SETTLEMENT OFFERS IN CERTAIN PERSONAL INJURY SUITS.  (a) Provides that this section applies only to a suit for damages arising from personal injury which resulted in the substantial disablement of the injured person.

(b) Requires the defendant, on or after the commencement of the suit, to make any offer of settlement in writing and present the offer to the attorney for the plaintiff and, if the suit is brought on behalf of the injured person, to any attorney representing the injured person.

(c) Requires the attorney receiving the offer, not later than the 10th day after the date the offer of settlement is received from the defendant, to present the offer to the injured person.

(d) Requires an attorney representing an injured person to evaluate a settlement offer solely to determine whether it meets the needs and protects the interests of the injured person.

SECTION 2.
Makes application of this Act prospective.

SECTION 3.
Emergency clause.



Effective date: upon passage.




