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BACKGROUND
Under the Insurance Code, no policy of accident or sickness insurance can make benefits contingent upon treatment or examination by a particular practitioner unless such limitations are specified in a provision of the policy. The Insurance Code also designates what terms shall be utilized in specifying these limitations in the policy and provides a definition of each term. However, licensed psychological associates are not separately identified under these provisions. The Insurance Code also provides that any person who is issued a health insurance policy or is a party to or beneficiary under such a policy may select specified practitioners to provide identified care. Further, insurance companies may not deny payment or discriminate in payment schedules or payment provisions between scheduled services or procedures based upon the type of practitioner who performed the service. Definitions are provided for each classification of practitioner. Again, licensed psychological associates are not separately identified practitioners under these provisions.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 1514 includes the services of licensed psychological associates in health insurance coverage.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
Amends Article 3.70-2(B), Insurance Code, to include Licensed-Psychological Associate in the terms used in designating practitioners who will and will not be recognized by a health insurer. Provides that a Licensed Psychological Associate is one licensed by the Texas State Board of Examiners of Psychologists and practicing under the supervision of a licensed psychologist.

SECTION 2.
Amends Art. 21.52, Section 1, Insurance Code, to define "licensed psychological associate" as a person who is licensed by the Texas State Board of Examiners of Psychologists and who practices under the supervision of a licensed psychologist.

SECTION 3.
Amends Art. 21.52, Section 3, Insurance Code, to include a licensed psychological associate in the list of practitioners that may be selected by a person who is issued, is party to, or is a beneficiary under any health insurance policy delivered, renewed, or issued for delivery in this state by any insurance company, association, or organization to which this article applies.  Authorizes a licensed psychological associate to provide the services that fall within the scope of the licensure of that professional if those services are scheduled in that policy.  Prohibits the payment or reimbursement by the insurance company, association, or organization for services or procedures in accordance with the payment schedule or the payment provisions in the policy from being denied because the services or procedures were performed by a licensed psychological associate. Prohibits any classification, differentiation, or discrimination from being in the payment schedule or the payment provisions in a health insurance policy, nor in the amount or manner of payment or reimbursement thereunder, between scheduled services or procedures when performed by a licensed psychological associate.

SECTION 4.
Effective date: September 1, 1995.



Makes application of this Act prospective beginning January 1, 1996.

SECTION 5.
Emergency clause.




