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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the authority of certain counties to regulate noise levels; providing a penalty. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Subchapter Z, Chapter 240, Local Government Code, is amended by adding Section 240.906 to read as follows:


Sec. 240.906.  REGULATION OF NOISE LEVELS BY POPULOUS COUNTIES.  (a)  The commissioners court of a county with a population of 100,000 or more by order may regulate the level of noise emanating from a public or private place located in an unincorporated area of the county. 


(b)  A person shall immediately abate the violation of an order adopted under this section if the person has possession or control of the property and knowledge of the violation. 


(c)  Any person is entitled to injunctive relief to prevent a violation or threatened violation of an order adopted under this section.  The court shall award reasonable attorney's fees and court costs to a person who is granted an injunction under this section. 


(d)  A person who violates an order adopted under this section is liable to the county for a civil penalty of not less than $50 or more than $1,000 for each violation and for each day of a continuing violation.  A penalty paid under this subsection shall be deposited in the general fund of the county. 


(e)  A person commits an offense if the person knowingly or intentionally violates an order adopted under this section.  An offense under this subsection is a Class C misdemeanor. 


SECTION 2.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

