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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to warnings a veterinarian must give before euthanatizing or disposing of certain animals. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Chapter 16, Title 132, Revised Statutes, is amended by adding Article 8893 to read as follows:


Art. 8893.  WARNING REQUIRED BEFORE EUTHANASIA OR DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN ANIMALS.  (a)  When the owner of the pet brings a healthy pet to a veterinarian for euthanasia or disposal after the pet has bitten a person, the veterinarian shall give the following warning orally:

"A HEALTHY PET THAT BITES A PERSON SHOULD BE CONFINED AND OBSERVED FOR 10 DAYS AT A VETERINARY CLINIC OR APPROVED ISOLATION FACILITY AND EVALUATED BY A VETERINARIAN FOR THE CLINICAL SIGNS OF RABIES BEFORE THE PET IS EUTHANATIZED OR DISPOSED OF.  AN ILLNESS SUGGESTIVE OF RABIES IN THE PET SHOULD BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY TO THE LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT.  IF AN ILLNESS SUGGESTIVE OF RABIES DEVELOPS, THE PET SHOULD BE EUTHANATIZED OR DISPOSED OF IN A MANNER THAT PRESERVES THE HEAD IN AN UNDAMAGED STATE AND THE HEAD SHOULD BE REMOVED AND SHIPPED, UNDER REFRIGERATION, FOR EXAMINATION BY A LABORATORY DESIGNATED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 


"IF THE OWNER OF A HEALTHY PET CHOOSES TO EUTHANATIZE OR DISPOSE OF AN ANIMAL WITHOUT AN OBSERVATION PERIOD OR BEFORE THE END OF A 10‑DAY OBSERVATION PERIOD, THE PET WILL BE TREATED AS A STRAY OR UNWANTED ANIMAL THAT BITES A PERSON AND WILL BE EUTHANATIZED OR DISPOSED OF IMMEDIATELY AND THE HEAD WILL BE REMOVED AND SHIPPED, UNDER REFRIGERATION, FOR EXAMINATION BY A LABORATORY DESIGNATED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 


"THE EXPENSE OF ANY PROCEDURE SELECTED SHALL BE PAID BY THE OWNER OF THE HEALTHY PET."

(b)  In this section, "healthy pet" means a dog, cat, or other animal kept as a pet that:


(1)  has an unexpired rabies vaccination certificate required under local, state, or federal law from either a veterinarian or a community‑sponsored vaccination clinic supervised by a veterinarian; and


(2)  shows no clinical sign of rabies. 


SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1995. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

