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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the use or possession of tobacco products by inmates and employees of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice and visitors to the department. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Chapter 493, Government Code, is amended by adding Section 493.0061 to read as follows:


Sec. 493.0061.  USE OR POSSESSION OF TOBACCO.  (a)  Except as provided by Subsection (b), the executive director shall prohibit a person in the custody of the department, an employee of the department, or a visitor to the department from using or possessing a tobacco product:


(1)  in any office occupied by the department;


(2)  on any property owned by the department;


(3)  in any facility operated by the department; or


(4)  in any motor vehicle used by the department for business purposes. 


(b)  The executive director shall permit an employee of the department or a family member of the employee to use or possess a tobacco product in the employee's personal vehicle while on property owned by the department or in lodging provided by the department for the personal use of the employee and employee's family, but only during a time in which there is no contact between the employee or family member and a person in custody. 


(c)  The department shall adopt rules designed to ensure compliance with this section. 


(d)  In this section, "tobacco product" means a cigar, cigarette, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco, or other similar product containing tobacco prepared for personal use such as smoking, chewing, or dipping. 


SECTION 2.  The Texas Department of Criminal Justice shall adopt the rules required by Section 493.0061, Government Code, as added by this Act, not later than January 1, 1996. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

