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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to a three‑year high school‑‑tuition credit program. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Chapter 56, Education Code, is amended by adding Subchapter K to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER K.  THREE‑YEAR

HIGH SCHOOL‑‑TUITION CREDIT PROGRAM

Sec. 56.201.  PROGRAM NAME.  The student financial assistance program authorized by this subchapter is known as the Three‑Year High School‑‑Tuition Credit program. 


Sec. 56.202.  PURPOSE.  (a)  The Three‑Year High School‑‑Tuition Credit program is created to increase efficiency in the foundation school program and to provide tuition assistance to an eligible person to enable that person to attend a Texas public or private institution of higher education. 


(b)  A portion of the savings to the foundation school program that occur as a result of the program is dedicated to state tuition credits provided by the program. 


Sec. 56.203.  ELIGIBLE PERSON.  To be eligible for the Three‑Year High School‑‑Tuition Credit  program, a person must:


(1)  have successfully completed the requirements for a public high school diploma in not more than 36 consecutive months and graduated or be eligible for graduation from a Texas public high school; and


(2)  be a Texas resident as defined by Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board rule. 


Sec. 56.204.  ENTITLEMENT; MATCHING CREDIT.  (a)  An eligible person under the Three‑Year High School‑‑Tuition Credit program is entitled to $1,000 in state tuition credits at a Texas public or private institution of higher education. 


(b)  The use of a credit at a Texas private institution is contingent on a private institution's agreement to match the state tuition credit. 


Sec. 56.205.  ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE.  The coordinating board shall provide a certificate for state tuition credits to an eligible person. 


Sec. 56.206.  USE OF TUITION CREDIT.  (a)  On enrollment of an eligible person in an eligible institution of higher education, the institution shall apply to the person's tuition charges for the enrollment period an amount equal to the lesser of:


(1)  the amount of the tuition credit available to the person; or


(2)  the person's actual tuition. 


(b)  A private institution of higher education shall apply the state tuition credit and the matching credit required by Section 56.204(b) in equal amounts. 


(c)  For each student using a state tuition credit under this subchapter, the institution of higher education shall report to the coordinating board:


(1)  the student's name;


(2)  the school district from which the student graduated from high school; and


(3)  the amount of the state tuition credit applied. 


Sec. 56.207.  PAYMENT OF TUITION CREDIT.  (a)  On receipt of a report from an eligible institution of higher education under Section 56.206(c), the coordinating board shall distribute to the institution the amount of the state tuition credit applied by the institution. 


(b)  At least once each year the coordinating board shall submit a report to the commissioner of education that includes:


(1)  the name of each student who used state tuition credit under this subchapter during the period covered by the report;


(2)  the school district from which each student graduated from high school; and


(3)  the amount of the state tuition credit used by each student during the period covered by the report. 


(c)  On receipt of a report from the coordinating board under Subsection (b), the commissioner shall transfer to the coordinating board, from funds appropriated for the foundation school program, an amount sufficient to reimburse the coordinating board for amounts disbursed in payment of state tuition credits during the period covered by the report. 


Sec. 56.208.  FUNDING.  The Three‑Year High School‑‑Tuition Credit program is financed under the foundation school program.  Funding for the state tuition credits is not subject to Sections 16.254(e)‑(k). 


Sec. 56.209.  ADOPTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF RULES.  (a)  The coordinating board shall adopt rules to administer this subchapter. 


(b)  The coordinating board shall distribute copies of all rules adopted under this subchapter to each eligible institution of higher education and to each school district. 


SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1995. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

