H.B. No. 2861

AN ACT

relating to the access by a safe house to criminal history record information.  


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Subchapter F, Chapter 411, Government Code, is amended by adding Section 411.128 to read as follows: 


Sec. 411.128.  ACCESS TO CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION:  SAFE HOUSES.  (a)  In this section:


(1)  "Safe house" means a nonprofit organization:



(A)  whose primary purpose is to provide temporary shelter for children avoiding harmful situations;



(B)  that is certified as a bona fide safe house by a local law enforcement agency; and



(C)  that is operating as a "Safe House."


(2)  "Volunteer" or "volunteer applicant" means a person who will perform one or more of the following services without remuneration:



(A)  any service performed in a safe house;



(B)  any service that requires the access to or the handling of money or confidential or privileged information;



(C)  any service that involves the care of or access to a child;



(D)  coordination or referral of volunteers; or



(E)  executive administrative responsibilities. 


(b)  A safe house is entitled to obtain from the department criminal history record information maintained by the department that relates to a person who is a volunteer or a volunteer applicant of the volunteer center, if the volunteer or applicant signs a written consent to a criminal history background check. 


(c)  A safe house is entitled to obtain from the department only criminal history record information that relates to a conviction. 


(d)  The department may establish rules governing the administration of this section. 


(e)  A safe house may not keep or retain criminal history record information obtained under this section in any file.  Criminal history record information must be destroyed promptly after the determination of suitability of the person for any position as a volunteer. 


(f)  A safe house or an officer or volunteer of a safe house is not liable in a civil action for damages resulting from a failure to comply with this section if the safe house, officer, or volunteer makes a good faith effort to comply. 


SECTION 2.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

_______________________________     _______________________________

    President of the Senate              Speaker of the House


I certify that H.B. No. 2861 was passed by the House on May 9, 1995, by a non‑record vote; that the House refused to concur in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 2861 on May 25, 1995, and requested the appointment of a conference committee to consider the differences between the two houses; and that the House adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No. 2861 on May 27, 1995, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House


I certify that H.B. No. 2861 was passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 24, 1995, by the following vote:  Yeas 31, Nays 0; at the request of the House, the Senate appointed a conference committee to consider the differences between the two houses; and that the Senate adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No. 2861 on May 29, 1995, by the following vote:  Yeas 30, Nays 1. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:  _____________________

                   Date

           _____________________

                 Governor

