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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the creation, powers, and administration of international bridge districts. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  The governing body of a municipality or county located on an international border may, or the governing bodies of two or more municipalities or counties located on an international border may, create or jointly create an international bridge district having the powers of a road district created under Section 52, Article III, Texas Constitution. 


SECTION 2.  An international bridge district is governed by a board of five directors appointed by the governing body of the municipality or county that created the district or jointly by the governing bodies of the municipalities and counties that created the district jointly. 


SECTION 3.  (a)  If the international bridge district is created by a single municipality, the district consists of all the territory within the municipal limits of that municipality.  If the bridge district is created by more than one municipality, the district consists of all the territory within the municipal limits of each municipality that created the district. 


(b)  If the international bridge district is created by one or more counties, the district consists of all the territory within the creating county or counties.  If a municipality in a county that creates a district has territory in another county that did not create the district, the district:



(1)  includes all the territory in the municipal limits of that municipality, if the governing body of the municipality agrees to include the municipality; or



(2)  excludes all the territory in the municipal limits of that municipality, if the governing body of the municipality does not agree to include the municipality. 


(c)  If a municipality jointly creates an international bridge district with a county and any part of the municipality is not in the county, the district includes all of the territory of the county and all of the territory in the municipal limits of the municipality. 


SECTION 4.  An international bridge district created under this Act may exercise all of the powers of an industrial development corporation organized under the Development Corporation Act of 1979 (Article 5190.6, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), including levying a sales and use tax as provided by and subject to Section 4A or 4B of that Act.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Development Corporation Act of 1979, a bridge district created under this Act may collect sales taxes and spend the revenue derived from the tax without putting the question of the tax or its use to the voters in the district. 


SECTION 5.  An international bridge district created under this Act may issue bonds or refunding bonds supported by any revenue available to the district. 


SECTION 6.  An international bridge district created under this Act may expend bond proceeds or any other revenue available to the district to construct, operate, or maintain one or more toll or nontoll bridges that span an international border and any streets, alleys, facilities, access roads, parking facilities, or concessions appurtenant to the bridges. 


SECTION 7.  An international bridge district may solicit, accept, and receive any gift or grant of money from any source to be used for any purpose the district may accomplish. 


SECTION 8.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

