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H.R. No. 163

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, Since 1991, The Castle Boys & Girls Club has offered Tyler area youths an opportunity to better themselves in a positive, motivating, and fun environment, and the club's success is evidenced by its consistent growth in both scope and membership; and


WHEREAS, The club was founded four years ago when the old First Christian Church building was converted into a community youth center; young men and women from throughout Smith County contributed their time and energy to clean, repair, and renovate the structure, which they dubbed "The Castle" because of its gothic architecture; and


WHEREAS, Guided by the motto "Build, Transform, Duplicate," counselors work to build relationships with young people through programs that help them develop self esteem and good values, transform their lives by showing them a better path in life, and encourage the youths to help duplicate the process in others; and


WHEREAS, One of the most successful opportunities members have to reach out to their peers is the club's Halloween season "Hell House" event; more than 4,000 people attended last year's dramatic presentation about the dangers of alcohol and drug abuse, gang activity, teenage pregnancy, and suicide; and


WHEREAS, These hard‑working young men and women further contribute to their community through the club's Volunteer Work Crew program; this program enables participants to learn job skills and gain valuable experience while working with local contractors on housing maintenance and repair projects for elderly people; and


WHEREAS, The work crews' remarkable efforts in behalf of others were recognized on April 21, 1994, when they won J. C. Penney's prestigious Golden Rule Award for volunteerism; and


WHEREAS, In addition to tutoring sessions, scouting programs, and volunteer opportunities, The Castle Boys & Girls Club offers a healthy, safe environment in which young people can socialize, relax, and have fun; the club also hosts special events such as concerts, Street JAM's, Super Bowl parties, lock‑ins, and talent shows; and


WHEREAS, By striving to instill in its members a greater sense of self worth and a positive vision of the future, this outstanding organization recognizes that few young people want to fail, they simply lack the tools and the guidance to succeed; The Castle Boys & Girls Club offers the young people of Tyler an opportunity to create a better future for themselves, and such a noble effort is indeed worthy of special legislative recognition; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 74th Texas Legislature hereby honor The Castle Boys & Girls Club for its outstanding service to the young people of Tyler and extend warmest best wishes to its dedicated volunteers and members for many more years of continued success; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for The Castle Boys & Girls Club as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 

