H.R. No. 178

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, The Foundation for Interfaith Research & Ministry (FIRM) has had a profound impact on the lives of countless Texans, offering critical support through its caring members to a host of individuals whose lives have been altered forevermore by the onset of HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer's disease, and other dementia‑type illnesses; and


WHEREAS, The origins of FIRM date back to 1985 when a group of concerned Houstonians who were troubled by the failure of the religious community to respond to the growing crisis of AIDS developed a "care team" model to provide assistance to those families and individuals affected by this deadly disease; and 


WHEREAS, By 1986, six teams were supporting 69 people with AIDS and just two years later, 21 teams were caring for more than 150 of the disease's victims; realizing that a full‑time commitment was required to keep pace with the sobering statistics, FIRM was established in September 1988; and 


WHEREAS, Since its formation, the members of this worthy organization have published five books and numerous articles detailing the work of the ministry while traveling extensively to lecture on its merits; with more than 1,200 members, FIRM was able to serve nearly 500 clients in 1993 and its outstanding efforts have led to the replication of AIDS care team programs in more than 15 locations; and 


WHEREAS, FIRM has supported a wide variety of interests throughout its existence, including research, scholarship, education, and service projects; in 1989, the group further expanded its scope when it began planning for the organization's new Alzheimer's program that came to fruition in 1993 when Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church developed the first Alzheimer's/Dementia (AD) Care Team; and 


WHEREAS, AD teams now comprise 110 members who provide respite care for 20 families affected by a variety of dementing diseases; while enlarging the range of families served, FIRM continues to coordinate the largest program of its kind in the nation for people living with AIDS and plans to further expand the care team model to encompass other chronic, catastrophic diseases, including those faced by children and their families; and 


WHEREAS, Through its outstanding efforts in behalf of others, FIRM has challenged congregations to expand their pastoral programs beyond the routine ministries of hospitalization, bereavement, and counseling through special training and development; and


WHEREAS, For the past five years, this remarkable organization has served as a vital resource for many individuals, helping them to better cope with one of life's most difficult circumstances, and its compassionate members are indeed deserving of special legislative recognition for their continuing contributions in this regard; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 74th Texas Legislature hereby congratulate the Foundation for Interfaith Research & Ministry on the significant occasion of its fifth anniversary and commend its members for their exceptional humanitarian efforts; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for the foundation as an expression of highest regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 

Danburg

                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 178 was adopted by the House on March 16, 1995, by a non‑record vote. 
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