H.R. No. 443

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, This year commemorates the 50th anniversary of the Gift, a profoundly moving musical that gives glory to God, and this significant milestone in the show's rich history serves as an opportune time to honor the woman who made it all possible, Lillian Marie Cook Mitchell of Houston; and 


WHEREAS, A native Houstonian, Mrs. Mitchell is the daughter of Vermel Ashford Cook and the late Lee Roy Cook and received her early education in the public schools of Houston; innately talented, she began the formal study of music at the tender age of six and, within three short years, was already serving as the children's choir musician for Progressive New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, in which capacity she provided direction to the renowned Johnny Nash; and 


WHEREAS, Mrs. Mitchell was graduated from Jack Yates High School and extended her education with study at Texas Southern University and Prairie View A&M University and her formal training in music at the Clayton‑Johnson School of Music and the Mary Ella Nathan‑Price Conservatory of Music; and 


WHEREAS, Through the years, she has willingly shared her remarkable gift with a number of appreciative congregations, including Jordan Grove Missionary Baptist Church, Holman Street Missionary Baptist Church, St.  John Missionary Baptist Church, Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, and Blueride United Methodist Church; and  


WHEREAS, The esteemed minister of music at Mt. Hebron Missionary Baptist Church for the past 29 years, Mrs. Mitchell also has been called on to contribute her valuable expertise to the benefit of the greater community for 12 years as the directress of the highly acclaimed Houston‑Citywide Youth Crusade Choir of more than 500 talented young vocalists and served as directress for the 1,000‑voice choir of the National Missionary Baptist Convention of America, Inc., when it convened in Houston in 1991; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Mitchell has compiled an impressive list of credits as a composer and arranger with the late Reverend Andrew W.  Berry and is responsible for such inspirational works as "It's Just Good to Know the Lord," "If My People," "What Will You Do With Jesus," "Remember Christ," and "When Jesus Comes"; she also has authored a number of respected guides, including Teaching Young Children to Sing, Musicianship for Choir Members, and Getting a Head Start in Music, and has served as a documentary film consultant for the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; and 


WHEREAS, During much of her stellar musical career, this remarkable woman has worked as an educator, consultant, and musical advisor and, having served as a guest clinician for churches throughout the state, Mrs. Mitchell has been recognized with numerous awards and proclamations; and 


WHEREAS, The proprietor of the Music for All Occasions Studio, Mrs. Mitchell also is active in many professional and civic organizations and serves as the organist for the Brotherhood Auxiliary of the Independent Missionary Baptist General Association of Texas; and 


WHEREAS, A devoted wife and mother as well, she enjoys a happy and rewarding marriage to O. B. Mitchell, who also was blessed with a beautiful voice, and the couple have two children, Pamela D'vonne Mitchell and the Reverend Anthony Mitchell, both of whom are gifted in their own right; and  


WHEREAS, Throughout her remarkable career, Lillian Mitchell has delivered spiritual messages of hope and salvation to many people, and her outstanding contributions to the field of gospel music in Texas are indeed deserving of special legislative recognition; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 74th Texas Legislature hereby honor Lillian Marie Cook Mitchell for her monumental achievements as a performer, composer, and arranger of gospel music and extend to her sincere best wishes for continued success and happiness in the years to come; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Mrs. Mitchell as an expression of highest regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 
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                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 443 was adopted by the House on March 21, 1995, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

