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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes pride in

recognizing Ygnacio D. Garza for his enlightened and dedicated

leadership as Chairman of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission

during the past four years; and


WHEREAS, Ygnacio D. Garza had previously demonstrated his

leadership abilities in the Rio Grande Valley, where his service

as Mayor of Brownsville during a period of significant change and

several natural disasters brought his capabilities to the attention

of state and national leaders; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Garza's personal qualities and knowledge

of the outdoor recreational opportunities of Texas prompted

Governor Ann Richards to appoint him, with the confirmation of

the Texas Senate, to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission in

1991; and


WHEREAS, The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has made

significant strides under the leadership of Mr. Garza in managing

outdoor resources for its core constituents, the hunters and

anglers of Texas, and expanding outdoor opportunities for campers,

boaters, and others who enjoy our natural heritage; and


WHEREAS, During Mr. Garza's term, work was begun on both the

Freshwater Fisheries Center at Athens and SeaCenter Texas hatchery

and visitor's center for saltwater fish in Lake Jackson, both with

the support of local governments and private donations; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Garza has consistently supported innovative

programs at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, including

the automation of the park reservation system, increased use of

volunteers and prison labor, and development of an Entrepreneurial

Budget System which provides incentives for parks to increase

revenues and cut spending; and


WHEREAS, Important projects such as the Caprock Canyon State

Park Trailway, the largest rails‑to‑trails project in Texas history,

and expansion of the Dundee State Fish Hatchery, which helps provide

Texas with some of the finest fishing in the country, were

accomplished under Mr. Garza's leadership; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Garza has supported increased efforts

to reach out to new constituents, with events such as KIDFISH,

Becoming an Outdoors‑Woman, and the Texas Wildlife Expo, which

drew a record 32,000 visitors in 1994, thus extending the knowledge

and appreciation of the outdoors to citizens who had not previously

had an opportunity to enjoy these resources; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Garza has supported efforts to work with private

organizations such as the Parks and Wildlife Foundation of Texas

to increase private support for the Texas Parks and Wildlife

Department programs; and


WHEREAS, This exemplary service as Chairman of the Texas Parks

and Wildlife Commission has been completed and has established a

legacy that will mark Mr. Garza as one of the greatest chairmen

of the commission; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

74th Legislature, hereby commend Ygnacio D. Garza for his many

contributions to his state and to the Parks and Wildlife Commission

and extend to him best wishes for the years ahead; and, be it

further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for him

as an expression of esteem from the Texas Senate.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 10, 1995.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

