By:  Barrientos
S.R. No. 735

SENATE RESOLUTION
In Memory
of
Harvey Penick

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas joins the citizens

of Austin and individuals across the country and throughout the

world in mourning the loss of Harvey Penick who died Sunday,

April 2, 1995, at the age of 90; and


WHEREAS, A world‑famous golf instructor and author,

Harvey Penick began his outstanding career as a caddy at the Austin

Country Club at the age of eight; he became head golf professional

at the age of 18 and went on to become one of the greatest teachers

in the history of the game; and


WHEREAS, The head golf professional at Austin Country

Club for 48 years, Harvey Penick was the mentor and teacher of

such celebrated professionals as Ben Crenshaw, Tom Kite,

Kathy Whitworth, Mickey Wright, and Betsy Rawls; he also coached

The University of Texas golf team from 1931 to 1963; and


WHEREAS, An ingenious golf instructor who loved the game and

who thrived on coaching others, Harvey Penick dedicated his life

to his work as a golf professional; his trademark approach was to

teach people by working with their natural swing and style, not by

imposing methods; he firmly believed there was no single, correct

way for all students to swing, and his lessons, therefore, were on

a highly individualized basis; and


WHEREAS, A cherished and esteemed figure in Austin for many

years, Harvey Penick became famous worldwide with the publication of

his journal, Harvey Penick's Little Red Book, which was written in

collaboration with author Bud Shrake; more than 1 million copies of

the book have been sold since its release in 1992; and


WHEREAS, Widely acclaimed as the best‑selling sports book

of all time, the book provides simple, common‑sense instruction

combined with anecdotes about golf and life; and


WHEREAS, Beloved and respected by his pupils, by his

colleagues in teaching, and by golfing enthusiasts nationwide,

Harvey Penick was a man of rare talent and uncommon dedication who

gave generously of his time and energy to help others; and


WHEREAS, Courageous and inspiring, he was an exemplary

individual who faced his illness during his last years with valor

and who touched the lives of many; and


WHEREAS, A man of remarkable wisdom and perspicacity,

Harvey Penick lived his life to the fullest, and he leaves behind

memories that will be treasured forever by his family and many

friends; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

74th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to the bereaved

family of Harvey Penick:  his wife, Helen Holmes Penick; his son

and daughter‑in‑law, Tinsley and Betty Ann Penick; his daughter

and son‑in‑law, Kathryn L. and Bill Powell; his grandchildren,

Jana Gilbert, Kirby Powell, Lee Ann Penick, and Gene Jones; and his

great‑grandchildren, Joshua Gilbert and Kelton Powell; and, be it

further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for the

members of his family as an expression of deepest sympathy from the

Texas Senate, and that when the Senate adjourns this day, it do so

in memory of Harvey Penick.

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 19, 1995, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

