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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Raymond J. Snokhous was born of Czech ancestry to

Ludwig J. Snokhous and Sidonia Dvorsky Snokhous in West, Texas,

on August 18, 1929; and


WHEREAS, The paternal grandparents of Raymond Snokhous,

Frantishka and Elizabeth Snokhous, were born and reared

in the Trebon region of southern Bohemia and immigrated to

the United States in 1888; and the maternal grandparents,

Ignac Dvorsky from Bohemia and Anezka Voznica from Moravia,

also immigrated in the late 1880s and settled in McLennan County

with the help of Frantishka Snokhous's lifelong friend and

schoolmate, Augustine Haidusek, a leader in the Czech communities;

and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous spent his entire life prior to

college in West, Texas, a town with predominately Czech heritage

in a state with great Czech heritage; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Snokhous grew up in a home in which the Czech

language was spoken, and in a family in which both his grandmothers

spoke only Czech; and


WHEREAS, As a youngster, Raymond attended grammar school at

Saint Mary's Catholic School in West and, subsequently, attended

West High School, where he was a star football player; and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous survived his youthful years

despite engaging in such hazardous activities as boxing, motorcycle

riding, and generally being recognized as the toughest kid in West;

and


WHEREAS, After moving to Hillsboro, where he attended

Hill Junior College, and Houston, where he matriculated at the

University of Houston, earning bachelor's and master's degrees,

and earning a Juris Doctor degree from the South Texas College

of Law, Mr. Snokhous continued to maintain his hometown ties;

and


WHEREAS, He was employed by Gulf Oil Corporation from 1952

through 1983, holding various positions in accounting, tax, law,

and government relations; and


WHEREAS, In 1983, Raymond Snokhous joined Houston Lighting

and Power Company as Group Vice‑President of External Affairs

where he was responsible for local, state and federal relations,

customer relations, regulatory relations, and public affairs; and


WHEREAS, He rose to the position of Senior Vice‑President

of Government and Regulatory Affairs with Houston Lighting and

Power's parent company, Houston Industries Incorporated; and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous has served his community and state

in organizations including:  the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, where

he was Chairman; the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors

Bureau, where he served on various committees; the Greater Houston

Port Bureau, of which he was President; Junior Achievement of

Southeast Texas, for which he was on the Executive Committee; the

Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Houston Chapter; the University of

Houston Alumni Association; HII ‑ U of H Alumni Organization;

the University of Houston Center for Public Policy; the American

Legislative Exchange Council, for which he is Private Sector

Chairman for Texas; the National Association of Manufacturers;

the Texas Association of Taxpayers; the Edison Electric Institute;

the Texas Chamber of Commerce; the Houston Chamber of Commerce

Division of the Greater Houston Partnership; the United Way,

Gulf Coast Area; the United States Chamber of Commerce; and the

United States Energy Association, in which he serves on the

Executive Committee of the Utility Partnership Program and is

Chairman of the Utilities Committee; and


WHEREAS, The esteemed Texan has been honored with the

Distinguished Alumnus Award from Hill Junior College in 1987, as

a Life Member of the University of Houston Alumni Association,

with a Distinguished Volunteer Service Award from the University

of Houston Alumni Association in 1994, and as recipient of the

Outstanding Alumnus Award from the HII ‑ U of H Alumni Organization

in 1991, and as an honoree in Who's Who Worldwide; and


WHEREAS, In the midst of all these accomplishments,

Raymond Snokhous has continued to cultivate and maintain ties with

the Czech community in Texas and in the United States, and he has

devoted thousands of hours to restoration of his family home, his

father's blacksmith shop, and associated historic structures in

West, all of which honor his Czech heritage; and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous has during the past several years

cultivated personal and business relationships with officials of

the Czech Republic, to the degree that he is recognized as one of

the most significant persons of Czech heritage in the United States;

and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous has capped a brilliant career by

being selected The Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic for the

Southern Half of Texas, the first such consular position since

World War II; and


WHEREAS, Raymond Snokhous's accomplishments have been

recognized by His Excellency Michael Zontovsky, Ambassador

of the Czech Republic to the United States of America, and

The Honorable Bob Lanier, Mayor of the City of Houston, with his

inauguration as Honorary Consul on April 18, 1995; now, therefore,

be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

74th Legislature, hereby honor Raymond J. Snokhous for his

lifelong devotion to his family, community, state, and nation and

particularly his dedication to preserving and keeping alive the

Czech heritage in the State of Texas; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

him as an expression of the gratitude and high regard of the

Texas Senate.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 28, 1995.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

