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S.R. No. 1062

SENATE RESOLUTION
In Memory
of
T. A. Cunningham

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas joins the citizens

of San Antonio in mourning the loss of renowned Texas cattleman

T. A. Cunningham who died on April 29, 1995, at the age of 72; and


WHEREAS, Born in Sprout, Alabama, in 1922, he came to Texas

at the age of 13 to work in the oil fields; after he saved enough

money, he opened a hamburger stand; eventually, he owned 90

restaurants which he sold in the early 1960s to enter the ranching

business in Goliad; and


WHEREAS, Credited with helping to preserve the family‑run

ranch, Mr. Cunningham founded the Independent Cattlemen's

Association of Texas in 1974 in response to an industry crisis

precipitated by massive foreign imports of beef from such countries

as New Zealand, Argentina, and Mexico; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Cunningham and members of the newly formed

association worked with key congressional leaders to bring about

passage of the federal Beef Import Act, which put a cap on the

amount of foreign beef that may be sold in the United States; and


WHEREAS, This distinguished cattle rancher's contributions

went beyond one piece of legislation; he was a dynamic leader and

taught the individual family rancher how to go to Washington and

make a difference; and


WHEREAS, T. A. Cunningham gave Texas cattlemen a voice

that continues to be heeded by legislators in both Austin and

Washington, D.C.; and


WHEREAS, This outstanding man left a legacy that also

includes changing inheritance tax laws on both the state and

federal level to allow families to deduct a larger portion of

an inherited ranch; and


WHEREAS, In addition, he was instrumental in getting a

law enacted that allowed the value of a ranch to be based on its

production capability rather than market value; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Cunningham was a man of great ability and

unquestioned integrity, and his wise counsel and good judgment

will be missed and remembered with gratitude by those whose lives

he touched; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

74th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to the

members of his family:  his wife, Jody Cunningham; his sons,

Cash Cunningham and Tom C. Cunningham; his daughters, Vicki Colwell

and Debbie Unterbrink; and his 21 grandchildren and two

great‑grandchildren; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for his

family as an expression of deepest sympathy from the Texas Senate,

and that when the Senate adjourns this day, it do so in memory of

T. A. Cunningham.

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on May 15, 1995, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

