S.R. No. 1073

SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, In the spring of 1945, the Armed Forces of the

United States and its allies moved through Europe toward what

would soon be the end of World War II; and


WHEREAS, Following graduation from Texas A&M University in

1943, Kenneth Bresnen entered the United States Army as a second

lieutenant; and


WHEREAS, On April 10, 1945, Lieutenant Bresnen's regiment

was on detachment from the Third Army to the First Army when his

platoon liberated a camp for displaced persons located in Arnsberg,

Germany; and


WHEREAS, Madame Lucette Demeestere of Brussels, Belgium, had

been detained in the Arnsberg camp with her young son, Guy, after

her husband, a diplomat representing the Baltic states in Brussels,

was killed by aerial bombing in 1944; and


WHEREAS, Against the background of a war‑ravaged Europe

being delivered from years of Nazi domination, Lieutenant Bresnen

and Madame Demeestere became friends and the young lieutenant

established a special relationship with Guy; and


WHEREAS, Their time together was cut short when

Lieutenant Bresnen's regiment was ordered to return to the

Third Army, which would take him into Austria, Czechoslovakia,

and Bavaria; and


WHEREAS, Following Lieutenant Bresnen's service as commandant

of the occupied area surrounding Schoenberg, Bavaria, the Army

returned him to the United States; and


WHEREAS, Due to the chaos of the end of the war

and the demands of military service during the occupation,

Lieutenant Bresnen was separated from Madame Demeestere and Guy,

and the three lost contact with each other; and


WHEREAS, In 1991, following a trip to Germany to retrace his

war experiences, Mr. Bresnen was able to locate Guy in Brussels

and through him, Madame Demeestere; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Bresnen and his wife, Brooksy, traveled to

Brussels in 1992 to reestablish the friendship that was interrupted

by war 47 years earlier; and


WHEREAS, Now 50 years after the end of World War II in

Europe, Madame Demeestere has come to Texas, making her first trip

to the United States to continue her friendship with the young

lieutenant who delivered Guy and her from the Arnsberg detention

camp five decades ago; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

74th Legislature, hereby welcome Madame Lucette Demeestere to the

United States and Texas; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas honor and

celebrate the friendship established 50 years ago and congratulate

the friends for finding each other again after so long.
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                                     President of the Senate
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