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BACKGROUND


No new county courts of law have been authorized in Bexar County since 1985.  Since then the population has increased, resulting in a decreasing ratio of judges to population.  At the same time, dockets have grown and caseloads have become more complex in both civil and criminal courts.  These factors have led to substantial backlogs.  If the courts do not increase the number of cases disposed while the number and complexity of new cases increases, then an unmanageable number of pending cases will develop.        

PURPOSE

This bill creates three county courts at law in Bexar County.  County Court at Law No. 10 of Bexar County would give preference to civil cases.  County Courts at Law Nos. 11 and 12 would give preference to criminal cases and appeals de novo from the municipal and justice courts.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, department, agency or institution.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1 adds new Paragraphs (9), (10) and (11) to Section 25.0171(b) of the Government Code which lists the county courts at law in Bexar.  New Paragraph (9) creates County Court at Law No. 10 of Bexar County; (10) creates County Court at Law No. 11 of Bexar County; and, (11) creates County Court at Law No. 12 of Bexar County.


SECTION 2 amends Section 25.0172 of the Government Code by adding subsection (b), and amending subsections (c), (d), (l), (n), (o), (u), and (v).  


New Subsection (b) states that County Court at Law No. 10 shall give preference to civil cases.


Subsection (c) is amended to state that County Courts at Law Nos. 11, and 12 shall give preference to criminal cases and appeals de novo from the municipal and justice courts.  


Subsection (d) is amended to state that County Courts at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 have six terms of court beginning on the first Mondays in January, March, May, July, September, and November.  


Subsection (l) is amended to state that if the judge of the County Court at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 is absent, disabled, or disqualified from presiding, a special judge may be appointed or elected in the manner provided by law for the appointment or election of a special county judge. Subsection (l) also describes the powers, duties and entitlements of a special judge.  


Subsection (n) is amended to state the criminal district attorney, who serves the county courts at law as provided by section 25.0010(b), shall attend the County Court at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 as required by the judge.  


Subsection (o) is amended to state that the judge of County Courts at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 may, with the approval of the commissioners court, appoint a court coordinator or administrative assistant for the court.  Subsection (o) also states the duties and entitlements of a court coordinator or administrative assistant.  


Subsection (u) is amended to state that the official court reporter's fee shall be taxed as costs in civil actions in County Courts at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 in the same manner as that fee is taxed in district court.  Subsection (u) also discusses the official court reporter's salary.  


Subsection (v) is amended to state that Section 25.0006(a) and (b), relating to required bonds and removal from office, do not apply to County Courts at Law Nos. 10, 11, and 12 of Bexar County. 


SECTION 3.  Effective date.


SECTION 4.  Emergency clause.



