BILL ANALYSIS
APPROPRIATIONS

C.S.S.B. 1898

By: Ratliff (Junell)

4-17-97

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND

Currently, there are no emergency appropriations for the Department of Human Services, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, the Department of Criminal Justice, Texas Southern University, and Texas A&M University at Galveston.  S.B. 1898 sets forth emergency appropriation to certain state agencies.

PURPOSE
As proposed, S.B. 1898 sets forth emergency appropriation to certain state agencies.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
This bill does not grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS
SECTION 1.
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES. Provides that $3,517,300 from certain sources is appropriated to the Texas Department of Human Services for a two-year period.

SECTION 2.
HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD.  Provides that $275,000  from certain sources is appropriated to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for a two-year period.

SECTION 3. 
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE.  From funds appropriated to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, the sum of $653,211, is reappropriated to pay the settlement in the case of Lucia, Inc. v. Manhattan Construction Company, Inc., et al., v. The State of Texas, et.al.

SECTION 4. 
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY.  Subsection (a) provides that $10,400,000 are available out of the general revenue fund to Texas Southern University for a two year period to fund existing financial obligations of the University.  Subsection (b) provides that any funds  appropriated by Subsection (a) may be released to the university only if the expenditures conform to the documentation guidelines developed by the Comptroller of Public Accounts in consultation with the Office of the State Auditor.  Subsection (c) provides that no funds appropriated by Subsection (a) may be expended unless the university agrees to reimburse the general revenue fund for any payments received from the federal government related to the financial deficit.

SECTION 5. 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON.  The sum of $300,000 is appropriated from the general revenue fund to Texas A&M University at Galveston ending December 31, 1997 to fund the restoration and rehabilitation of the severe shoreline erosion in the small boat basin at the University.

SECTION 6.
TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION: CONTRACT PAYMENT.  The sum of $11,000,000 is appropriated out of the Clean Air Account No. 151 for a two year period for the purpose of making a payment.  Subsection (b) makes the payment contingent on MARTA executing a release to the state.  Subsection (c) states intent that such payment does not obligate the state to pay any other party regarding the emission control program.  Subsection (d) authorizes the expenditure of funds from Account No. 151.   
SECTION 7.
Emergency clause. Effective date: upon passage.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL TO SUBSTITUTE
Revises emergency appropriation amount in SECTION 1.
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.

SECTION 2.  DEPARTMENT OF PROTECTIVE AND REGULATORY SERVICES is deleted.

SECTION 3.  EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF TEXAS AND COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: EMPLOYEE BENEFIT COSTS is deleted.

SECTION 4.  TEXAS YOUTH COMMISSION is deleted.

SECTION 5.  EDWARDS AQUIFER AUTHORITY is deleted.

SECTION 6.  DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION RESOURCES is deleted.

SECTION 7.  TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION is deleted.

SECTION 8.  TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION is deleted.

Renumbers previous SECTION 9 to become SECTION 6.  TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION: CONTRACT PAYMENT and reduce payment to $11 million and no interest.  Adds additional language on the retention of assets by MARTA. 
Renumbers previous SECTION 10 to become SECTION 2. TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD. Revises emergency appropriation amount. 

Adds a new SECTION 3.  DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. Provides emergency funding.

Adds a new SECTION 4.  TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY. Provides emergency funding.

Adds a new SECTION 5.  TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON.  Provides emergency funding.

Renumbers previous SECTION 11 to become SECTION 7.  EMERGENCY CLAUSE.




