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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the office hours of a school district election authority during an election period. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Section 31.122, Election Code, is amended to read as follows:


Sec. 31.122.  OFFICE HOURS OF ELECTION AUTHORITY DURING ELECTION PERIOD. (a)  Except as provided by Section 31.123, each county clerk, city secretary, or secretary of the governing body of a political subdivision other than a county or city or the authority performing the duties of a secretary under this code shall keep that officer's office open for election duties for at least three hours each day, during regular office hours, on regular business days during the period:



(1)  beginning not later than the 50th day before the date of each general election of the political subdivision or the third day after the date a special election is ordered by an authority of the political subdivision; and



(2)  ending not earlier than the 40th day after election day. 


(b)  If the political subdivision is an independent school district, a regular business day means a day on which the school district's main business office is regularly open for business. 


SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1997. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

