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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to certain impact reports to be presented to the legislature regarding the licensing or registration of health care providers or changing the scope of practice of licensed or registered health care providers. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Title 71, Revised Statutes, is amended by adding Article 4590f to read as follows:  


Art. 4590f.  HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS REGULATION IMPACT REPORT. (a)  A bill before the legislature that proposes to create a licensing or registration program for a group of health care providers or to change the scope of practice for a group of health care providers licensed or registered by the state is required to have attached to it an impact report as provided by this article. 


(b)  The impact report for a bill creating a licensing or registration program must assess the reasons for and impact of the licensing or registration program. The impact report must:


(1)  describe the licensing or registration program;


(2)  identify the education or training required to obtain a license or become registered;


(3)  summarize any attorney general opinions or reported court opinions relevant to the group of health care providers to be licensed or registered under the program;


(4)  disclose how the licensing or registration program will affect the cost, quality, and availability of or access to the services provided by the group of health care providers;


(5)  state whether the group of health care providers offers services provided by another licensed or registered group of health care providers;


(6)  describe how the licensing or registration program will affect competition for health care services; and


(7)  disclose how the licensing or registration program will improve the public health, safety, and welfare. 


(c)  The impact report for a bill changing the scope of practice for a group of licensed or registered health care providers must assess the reasons for and impact of the proposed change.  The impact report must:


(1)  describe the proposed change;


(2)  identify the current educational standards and any change in the education or training of the health care providers that would justify the change in the scope of practice;


(3)  state whether the group of health care providers is able to safely perform the services assigned to the group;


(4)  summarize any attorney general opinions or reported court opinions relevant to the change in the scope of practice;


(5)  disclose how the change will affect the cost, quality, and availability of or access to the services provided by the group of health care providers;


(6)  state whether the proposed change will duplicate services provided by another licensed or registered group of health care providers;


(7)  describe how the proposed change will affect competition for health care services; and


(8)  disclose how the change in the scope of practice will improve the public health, safety, and welfare. 


(d)  The impact report must be attached to the bill before a committee hearing on the bill may be conducted. 


(e)  The impact report must be attached to the bill at the time the bill is reported from a legislative committee of either house for consideration by the full membership of a house of the legislature. 


(f)  The impact report must remain with the bill throughout the legislative process, including submission to the governor. 


(g)  If a professional organization or other private entity promotes a bill that proposes to create a licensing or registration program or change the scope of practice of an existing licensing or registration program for a group of health care providers, the professional organization or private entity shall prepare an initial draft of the impact report required by this article and submit the draft to the Health Professions Council. 


(h)  The Health Professions Council shall file notice of the impact report with the secretary of state for publication in the Texas Register in the manner provided by Chapter 2002, Government Code.  The notice must include a copy of the impact report and a request for comments from any interested person. 


(i)  The Health Professions Council shall revise the impact report after considering all comments. 


(j)  If a professional organization or other private entity promotes a bill that proposes to create a licensing or registration program or change the scope of practice of an existing licensing or registration program for a group of health care providers, the professional organization or private entity shall bear the cost of preparing the impact report required by this article. 


SECTION 2.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1997. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

