H.B. No. 3540

AN ACT

relating to the election of commissioners of the Port of Beaumont Navigation District of Jefferson County. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Sections 9(a) and (d), Chapter 147, Acts of the 51st Legislature, Regular Session, 1949, are amended to read as follows:


(a)  Commissioners serve staggered four‑year [six‑year] terms with the terms of three [two] commissioners expiring every two years. 


(d)  One commissioner shall be elected from each of the four wards established under Section 10 of this Act by the qualified voters of that ward.  Two commissioners shall be elected at large by the qualified voters of the  district [Commissioners are elected by the voters of the District at large, and each ward is entitled to representation on the Board of Port Commissioners by a resident of the ward]. 


SECTION 2.  On the first Saturday in May 1999, an election shall be held to elect all six commissioners of the Port of Beaumont Navigation District of Jefferson County, one commissioner elected at large and two commissioners each elected from a ward to serve for two years and one commissioner elected at large and two commissioners each elected from a ward to serve for four years.  The persons elected shall draw lots to determine the length of their terms.  Commissioners elected in subsequent elections serve four‑year terms. 


SECTION 3.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

_______________________________     _______________________________

    President of the Senate              Speaker of the House


I certify that H.B. No. 3540 was passed by the House on May 7, 1997, by a non‑record vote; that the House refused to concur in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 3540 on May 28, 1997, and  requested the appointment of a conference committee to consider the differences between the two houses; and that the House adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No. 3540 on June 1, 1997, by the following vote:  Yeas 144, Nays 0, 2 present, not voting. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House


I certify that H.B. No. 3540 was passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 26, 1997, by the following vote:  Yeas 31, Nays 0; at the request of the House, the Senate appointed a conference committee to consider the differences between the two houses; and that the Senate adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No. 3540 on May 31, 1997, by the following vote:  Yeas 30, Nays 0. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:  _____________________

                   Date

           _____________________

                 Governor

