H.R. No. 455

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, Texans are justifiably proud of their unique heritage and history, and they are deeply indebted to the many talented artists who have dedicated themselves to immortalizing Lone Star culture for all the world to share; and


WHEREAS, One such artist is Chambers County poet Bob Kahla; affectionately known as Cowboy Bob by his youngest fans, Mr. Kahla is a fourth generation cowboy who hails from the salt grass prairies of Southeast Texas, and today makes his home on a ranch in the Winnie‑Stowell area; and


WHEREAS, A graduate of Sam Houston State University, Mr. Kahla is the author of three books of poetry and a novel, and he is renowned throughout his community for his entertaining literary performances; he recently lent his considerable talents to the celebration of Chambers County Day at the State Capitol on February 12, 1997, and one of the highlights of the evening was his presentation of the following original poem, entitled "Chambers County":


"Howdy, We sure are proud to be here in Austin


And have a look around. 


It's a fair and friendly city,


Jist like a big ole small Texas town. 


But we're from Chambers County


Where the rice and cattle grow,


And we don't care much for fast paced city life,


We like to take our paces slow. 


We like to sit out on the porch


On a dewy summer's eve,


And watch the children laugh and play,


But then we have to leave,


For when the Sun begins to settin' then


The skeeters start to hover. 


When them demons start their whinnin'


Then you better run for cover. 


And the humidity‑‑‑‑


You could cut it with a knife. 


Leaves you sweatin' and aswelterin'


And a gaspin' for your life. 


And when that sun begins to cook


You better hunt some shade. 


When the rainy season starts‑‑‑


You better learn to wade. 


Hurricanes and ice storms,


Our weather hits the range,


If you don't like southeast Texas weather


Just wait around‑‑‑it'll change. 


In the Fall we 'rassal gators


And the festivals abound,


There's deer and ducks and geese to hunt


And there's fishin' year‑around. 


There's lots of friendly people,


Their friendly smiles are free,


A howdy and a 'how you all',


They're nice as they can be. 


So if you urban cowboys


Think you wanta move


Out to Chambers County. 


You think your life it would improve. 


You're probbly right‑‑‑‑‑


A better place cannot be found


To raise a family straight and tall


With values that are sound


Than down in Southeast Texas,


Down Chambers County way


Where the parents teach us right from wrong


And the children learn to pray."; and


WHEREAS, Through his writing and performances, Bob Kahla has introduced the legend and lore of the Texas cowboy to a vast and appreciative audience, and he is indeed deserving of special praise and recognition at this time; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 75th Texas Legislature hereby honor Bob Kahla for his contributions to Texas literature and extend to him warmest best wishes for continued success and happiness in the future; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Mr. Kahla as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 
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I certify that H.R. No. 455 was adopted by the House on April 25, 1997, by a non‑record vote. 
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