H.R. No. 598

R E S O L U T I O N


WHEREAS, For many years, the Galveston community has benefitted from the vision and leadership of Alfreda Houston, and her recent selection as Citizen of the Year by The Galveston County Daily News provides a most fitting occasion to honor her for her many significant contributions; and


WHEREAS, A native of Galveston, Mrs. Houston is the second woman and the first African‑American to receive this prestigious award; she earned a degree in social work from Southwest University in Lafayette, Louisiana, and has been active in the community throughout her life; and 


WHEREAS, This remarkable woman began her involvement with St. Vincent's House as a teenager, giving generously of her time to assist others before and after school; since 1975, she has been executive director of St. Vincent's Episcopal House, in which capacity she has dedicated herself to enhancing the quality of life of her fellow citizens; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Houston has drawn on her experiences as a former resident of public housing to further serve the community as a board member of the Galveston Housing Authority, and her stalwart commitment has earned her the heartfelt gratitude of many people; and 


WHEREAS, In addition, she and her husband have provided quality affordable housing to many individuals as the proprietors of a five‑unit apartment building where they resided before moving out so that others could have access to low‑cost housing; and


WHEREAS, The loving wife of Sam Houston, Jr., Mrs. Houston is the proud mother of eight children and the grandmother of 22 grandchildren, and she takes great pleasure and satisfaction in their many accomplishments; and 


WHEREAS, In all her endeavors, she has been sustained by her deep faith as a devout member of Grace Episcopal Church, where she has been involved in numerous worthy programs through the years; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 75th Texas Legislature hereby commend Alfreda Houston for her exemplary civic and professional involvement and extend heartfelt congratulations to her on her selection as Citizen of the Year by The Galveston County Daily News; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That an official copy of this resolution be prepared for Mrs. Houston as an expression of high regard by the Texas House of Representatives. 

Gray

                                    _______________________________

                                          Speaker of the House


I certify that H.R. No. 598 was adopted by the House on April 10, 1997, by a non‑record vote. 

                                    _______________________________

                                        Chief Clerk of the House

