S.R. No. 49

SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas proudly joins

citizens throughout the country in recognizing the month of

February, 1997, as Black History Month; and


WHEREAS, Carter Godwin Woodson, the founder of Black History

Month, was the son of former slaves and grew up in an indigent

family setting; he became a miner in West Virginia, later attended

high school and college, and had a successful career as an educator;

he earned a doctorate in history from Harvard University in 1912,

mastered several languages, and authored several publications and

a major book, The Negro In Our History; and


WHEREAS, Carter Woodson, known now as the Father of Black

History, originally founded Negro History Week in 1926 when he

chose the second week of February for its celebration;

Mr. Woodson's goal was to spread the knowledge of black history

to all Americans; Carter Woodson wrote that "If a race has no

history, if it has not worthwhile tradition, it becomes a

negligible factor in the thought of the world"; and


WHEREAS, The Association for the Study of Afro‑American Life

and History promoted the celebration of Black History Week, as

it was later known, and supported its expansion into a monthlong

event; in 1976, President Jimmy Carter proclaimed February as

Black History Month, and its annual celebration is a tribute to

Carter Woodson's exemplary life and work, as well as to black

history; and


WHEREAS, People from all over the world have settled in the

United States of America, bringing with them invaluable pieces of

their own heritage and time‑honored traditions; their heritage and

achievements have had a tremendous impact on our country; and


WHEREAS, The accomplishments of outstanding individuals

such as Martin Luther King, Jr., are legendary throughout our

history; Black History Month provides American citizens an

opportunity to express appreciation to these individuals and to

all the African American men and women who have contributed in

countless ways to our nation's enrichment; and


WHEREAS, Our country has benefitted immeasurably from the

influence of talented black leaders and dedicated black citizens

who have inspired Americans of all races and from all parts of

the country to reaffirm their commitment to equal justice and

opportunity for all; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby laud the observance of Black History

Month and encourage all Texans to participate in this celebration

of black heritage; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared in

honor of Black History Month as an expression of esteem from

the Texas Senate.
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Bullock, President of the Senate

                           ______________________________________

                                   President of the Senate

                                I hereby certify that the above

                           Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                           on February 3, 1997.

                           ______________________________________

                                   Secretary of the Senate

                           ______________________________________

                                    Member, Texas Senate

