By:  PattersonS.R. No. 193

SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, February is Black History Month, and it is fitting

that the Texas Senate recognize Jack A. Johnson, who was the first

African American world heavyweight boxing champion; and


WHEREAS, A native Texan, Mr. Johnson was born in Galveston in

1878; and


WHEREAS, As a young man, Jack Johnson spent time around

boxing gyms in New York, Chicago, and Boston, where he sparred

with veteran boxers; and


WHEREAS, In Sydney, Australia, Mr. Johnson fought for the

world heavyweight championship in December, 1908; Jack Johnson won

the fight and the championship; and


WHEREAS, Jack Johnson's capture of the championship made him

a hero to all Americans; he held that title for seven years; and


WHEREAS, During his fighting career, he fought approximately

113 bouts and lost only six; he was known as a flawless boxer with

an almost perfect defense; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson was in Spain when the United States

declared war on Germany, and he immediately notified the

United States Embassy in Madrid to offer his services to his

country; he was soon involved in military intelligence, and his

efforts helped to stop German submarine crews from landing on the

Spanish coast; and


WHEREAS, This truly great fighter was inducted into the

Boxing Hall of Fame posthumously in 1954; and


WHEREAS, Jack Johnson died in a car crash in 1946, and the

entire state felt the loss of one of its most famous citizens;

now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby proclaim February 24, 1997, as

Jack A. Johnson Day to commemorate the contributions of the

renowned Texas citizen; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared as an

expression of the highest regard of the Texas Senate.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on February 17, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

