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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, To commemorate their country's independence, the

members of the Ghana Association of Houston will host a gala

celebration on March 15, 1997; and


WHEREAS, The Ghana Independence Day Celebration will include

a banquet, cultural fashion show, dance, and distinguished speakers

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and His Excellency Jack Wilmot,

Ghana's Ambassador to the United Nations; and


WHEREAS, Located in West Africa near the equator and on the

Greenwich meridian, Ghana is well known for its friendly, hospitable

people; covering an area of 238,537 square kilometers, Ghana is home

to 17,748,400 people whose official language is English; six native

languages are also spoken; and


WHEREAS, Consisting mostly of low‑lying savannah regions with

a central belt of forest, Ghana has one of the best game reserves

in West Africa; its most distinguishing geographic feature is the

Volta River which was dammed in 1964, creating the enormous

Lake Volta; and


WHEREAS, The country's rich history centers on the mighty

Ashanti empire which rose to power during the 17th century and

prospered as the center of the gold, ivory, and slave trade during

the 18th century; known as the Gold Coast, Ghana was considered a

British territory by the end of the 19th century, although the

British did not defeat the Ashanti and other strong kingdoms until

1900; and


WHEREAS, The first African nation to win back its independence

in 1957, Ghana went through an extended period of instability marked

by military rule; today, as the country moves toward political

stability and economic prosperity, it has one of the most promising

futures of any of the West African nations; and


WHEREAS, The citizens of Ghana and their leaders are to be

commended for successfully confronting the innumerable challenges

that face the developing nation and for working closely with their

neighbors and the world at large to become a modern West African

state; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby extend best wishes to the Ghana Association

of Houston for a most successful Ghana Independence Day Celebration;

and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be presented to the

group as a memento of this special occasion.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on March 11, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

