By:  HaywoodS.R. No. 319

SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas is proud to

recognize Dr. William O. "Doc" Beazley, vice president emeritus

of Hardin‑Simmons University, for his exceptional contributions

to education throughout his meritorious career; and


WHEREAS, For nearly 50 years, the distinguished educator

has faithfully served the people of Texas in several important

positions during his tenure at Hardin‑Simmons University; and


WHEREAS, After graduating from Bridgewater College in

Virginia, Dr. Beazley continued his education at Southwestern

Seminary in Fort Worth, where he earned a master's degree in

religious education and a doctorate in education; in 1948, the

young teacher accepted a post with Hardin‑Simmons University

as an instructor of religious education, speech, and Bible; and


WHEREAS, Highly regarded for his outstanding teaching skills

and excellent relationship with his students, Dr. Beazley spent

several years with the Virginia Board of Missions and Education

in the late 1950s before returning to Hardin‑Simmons University

as chairman of the department of religious education and director

of institutional services; and


WHEREAS, During the course of his career, Dr. Beazley earned

the trust and admiration of his colleagues, and he served with

distinction as director of admissions, athletic director, and

executive vice president; and


WHEREAS, Perhaps his most visible role has been as director

of Hardin‑Simmons University's notable Six White Horses program,

which he has headed since the 1960s; the famed equestrian team

is an all‑female riding group that carries the six flags that

have flown over Texas since 1519, representing Spain, France,

Mexico, the Confederacy, the Republic, and the United States; and


WHEREAS, Under Dr. Beazley's supervision, the spectacular

group has appeared at gala occasions, including Richard M. Nixon's

inauguration, Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, and the inaugurations

of Texas governors Dolph Briscoe, Mark White, and George W. Bush;

and


WHEREAS, In 1995, the Texas House of Representatives named

the horsewomen official Texas Ambassadors of Goodwill, and the

famed ladies have been awarded the National Cowboy Symposium's

Cowboy Culture Award for their role in preserving our western

heritage; for Dr. Beazley's signal contributions to the Six

White Horses program, Hardin‑Simmons University named the

Beazley White Horse Center in his honor; and


WHEREAS, Upon his retirement as director of the Six White

Horses program, Dr. Beazley leaves a legacy of excellence in

all his endeavors; his guidance, vision, and dedication to the

institution he has served so well will continue to inspire students

and faculty alike to higher levels of achievement; now, therefore,

be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby extend its sincere appreciation to

Dr. William O. "Doc" Beazley for his significant contributions to

the citizens of Texas and extend best wishes to him for a most

rewarding retirement; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Dr. Beazley as an expression of the admiration and gratitude

of the Texas Senate.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on March 12, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

