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SENATE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes pleasure

in recognizing James Matthew Douglas for his notable

accomplishments as President of Texas Southern University; and


WHEREAS, Since his appointment as the ninth president of

his alma mater on December 8, 1995, Mr. Douglas has worked

diligently to maintain the reputation of Texas Southern University

as one of the best educational institutions in the country; and


WHEREAS, Closely associated with the university for many

years, Mr. Douglas had served as Interim Provost and Vice President

for Academic Affairs and as Interim President until his appointment

by the board of regents to the office of President; and


WHEREAS, The son of Mr. and Mrs. Desso Douglas, James

was born in 1944 in Onalaska, Texas, and received a public school

education in Houston, graduating from Kashmere Gardens High School

in 1962; after earning a bachelor of arts degree in mathematics

from Texas Southern University in 1966, he continued his studies

at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law and graduated first in his

class; the recipient of 10 American Jurisprudence Awards, the

young scholar completed his master of law degree in computer law

at Stanford University's School of Law in 1971; and


WHEREAS, After beginning his professional career at the

National Aeronautics and Space Administration in Houston, where he

was a computer analyst for five years, Mr. Douglas began teaching

at Texas Southern University as an assistant professor of law; he

began his career in law school administration at Marshall School

of Law in Cleveland as assistant dean of student affairs while

continuing his legal education at Syracuse University College of

Law; he received his tenure at Syracuse in 1977 and later became

professor of law at Northeastern University School of Law before

returning to the Thurgood Marshall School of Law; and


WHEREAS, With an impressive background in the field of

legal education, Mr. Douglas was named the seventh dean of the

Thurgood Marshall School of Law in August of 1981; during that

period, he also served as a professor of contracts law and shared

his expertise as the ex officio member on several faculty

committees; and


WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Mr. Douglas has been

involved in both school and community affairs and has served as

president of several boards and committees for the legal profession

and community organizations; he is the recipient of various honors

and awards, including the National Bar Association's Profiles of

Prominence Award, the Mickey Leland Humanitarian Award, the Texas

Bar Foundation's Outstanding Contribution to Legal Education Award,

and Who's Who of Emerging Leaders in America Award; and


WHEREAS, Under his leadership, Texas Southern University

has continued to advance its legacy of "Excellence in Achievement"

and has been recognized for its achievements in education, medical

research, athletics, student academic performance, health sciences,

and the number of minority law school graduates; now, therefore,

be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby commend James Matthew Douglas for his

dedication to Texas Southern University; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

him as an expression of the high regard of the Texas Senate.

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on March 20, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

