
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 555

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes great pleasure

in recognizing Harold Phillips on being named 1997 Rural Citizen of

the Year by the Coleman Chamber of Commerce; and


WHEREAS, A lifelong resident of Texas, he was born on

October 17, 1923, in the Echo Area along Jim Ned Creek; when he

was eight years old, his family moved to Quinlin, Texas, where he

graduated from Quinlin High School; and


WHEREAS, Harold Phillips served his country honorably in the

United States Navy as a gunner first class during World War II;

he was on board ship when the treaty was signed and was among the

first American servicemen to set foot on Japanese soil; after his

honorable discharge in February, 1946, he moved to Coleman and

began farming in 1947; and


WHEREAS, Harold Phillips married Katheryn Pitts in June, 1948,

and together they made a home and raised a family; the proud parents

of Keith, Darrell, Mark, Glynda, and Helen, Harold and Katheryn have

five fine grandchildren; and


WHEREAS, Dedicated to rural life, this distinguished gentleman

is a conservationist; he believes in improving the soil and in

making and keeping the land in better shape than it was when he

found it; and


WHEREAS, Devoted to his fellowman, he will always take the

time to help a neighbor; he is a man who is close to the land and

believes in controlling erosion to preserve the land and provide

clean water for future generations; and


WHEREAS, Highly regarded by the community, he is chairman of

the local Central Colorado Soil and Conservation District Number 550

and has filled this position for 10 years; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Phillips performs conservation work for the

county to help provide clean water; he practices conservation by

making farm ponds, grassed waterways, and parallel terraces,

seeding different native grasses, and establishing bermuda grass

on his land; and


WHEREAS, A member of the 100 Committee for the State Board of

Soil and Water Conservation, Mr. Phillips served on the Coleman

Independent School Board for three years and has been a deacon of

the First Baptist Church of Coleman for 41 years; a charter member

of the Coleman Evening Lions Club, he has been an active member of

the Gideons for the past 10 years; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby congratulate Harold Phillips on being named

1997 Rural Citizen of the Year by the Coleman Chamber of Commerce;

and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for him

as an expression of the high regard of the Texas Senate.

Fraser

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 23, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

