
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 598

WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of Texas takes pleasure in

recognizing Robert Browning Elementary School's Second Annual Earth

Day Festival and Wildflower Meadow Dedication on April 19, 1997,

and in paying tribute to the prodigious efforts of Lead Teacher

Thelma Graves; and


WHEREAS, This elementary school has participated for over

one year and seven months in the Say Yes To A Youngster's School

Community Garden program; and its taking part would not have been

possible without the thorough and knowledgeable contribution of the

visionary Thelma Graves; and


WHEREAS, A National Urban Program funded in the Houston

Independent School District by Shell Oil Company, the program has

five basic principles:  parental involvement, role modeling,

hands‑on science and math activities, teacher training, and

multiculturalism; and


WHEREAS, Since the school began the program, the program has

grown to include the following:  11 raised beds, a deck and a pond,

wildscape area, native plants, beautiful flower beds with annuals

and perennials, herbs and spices, and a wildflower meadow; and


WHEREAS, Almost any day one can see parents, teachers,

children, community experts, Urban Harvest, and the Say Yes team

working together in a joint effort to build on education using an

interdisciplinary approach, to increase self‑esteem and

socialization, to cultivate an appreciation of gardening, to gain

knowledge of Texas plants, and to learn an awareness of ecosystems;

and


WHEREAS, On May 18, 1996, Robert Browning Elementary received

the Model School Award from the National Urban Coalition, and in

January, 1997, the school was selected from among 2,000 children's

gardening programs across the nation to receive a Youth Grant from

the National Gardening Association; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby congratulate Lead Teacher Thelma Graves

and commend Robert Browning Elementary School's Second Annual Earth

Day Festival; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Thelma Graves as an expression of the highest regard and esteem of

the Texas Senate.
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