
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 615

WHEREAS, It is a special honor for the Texas Senate to

recognize Edith F. Williams for her significant contributions

to the recently restored and refurbished historic State Cemetery

and for her efforts in restoring the tomb and statue of

General Albert Sidney Johnston located on the cemetery grounds;

and


WHEREAS, Her personal concern for the need to remember and

honor our Texas heroes was responsible for her involvement with

the project, and her vision of what the State Cemetery could be

was matched by her dedication to its restoration; and


WHEREAS, A member of the Albert Sidney Johnston Chapter of the

United Daughters of the Confederacy, Mrs. Williams began raising

the consciousness of its members five years ago concerning the

decline of the statue and its eventual loss if not restored; and


WHEREAS, Named in honor of the general, the chapter helped

initiate the erection of his monument 90 years ago, which is

considered the best work of eminent sculptor Elizabet Ney; and


WHEREAS, After Mrs. Williams encouraged the chapter to make

the restoration of the memorial its history project, the members

began gathering donations and finding grants to assist with the

monumental task, all under the leadership of Edith Williams; and


WHEREAS, As the work on the State Cemetery took shape,

Mrs. Williams urged the members to become docents for the

rededication ceremony and 10 women began docent training; as

coordinator of the Confederate ceremony that took place on

August 7, 1995, in the State Cemetery, Edith spent countless

hours preparing for the event; and


WHEREAS, She was personally responsible for gathering people

from around the state to attend the rededication of the Johnston

statue and tomb and planned and directed the program which

re‑created the original service; her tireless work has been an

inspiration to hundreds of people who have become involved in

the beautiful State Cemetery; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby extend its gratitude to Edith F. Williams

for her steadfast endeavors to renovate the State Cemetery, where

monuments mark the resting places of nearly 2,000 patriots,

statesmen, and heroes of Texas; and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Mrs. Williams as an expression of the high regard of the

Texas Senate and the people of Texas.

Barrientos

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on April 30, 1997.

                             ______________________________________

                                     Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

