
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 736
In Memory
of
Lorenzo G. Loya

WHEREAS, The San Elizario Independent School District and

the town of San Elizario have lost a longtime friend of education

and one of its most revered citizens with the death of

Lorenzo G. Loya, who died on January 28, 1997, at the age of

72; and


WHEREAS, Born on March 3, 1924, he was the son of

Refugio Gandara Loya and Juan Loya, Sr.; and


WHEREAS, A lifelong resident of San Elizario, the man known

as "Dukes" to his friends had the distinction of being the school

board member with the longest term of service to any community

in Texas, and the Texas Association of School Boards had honored

Mr. Loya for his superb record of service in 1993; and


WHEREAS, So well loved was Mr. Loya, that each time he ran

for reelection, he was unopposed; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Loya was recruited to join the school board

when he was 19 years old; he attended one board meeting before he

shipped out for service in the military during World War II; he

was surprised when he returned to San Elizario in three years to

discover that he was still on the board; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Loya noted that before he participated in the

war, education did not seem important; after his experience in the

war, he became convinced that education was the best preparation

for life; and


WHEREAS, A retired employee of Phelps Dodge Refinery,

Lorenzo G. Loya continued to serve on the school board until

1993, when he retired after his 50 years of service; and


WHEREAS, That same year, the district paid him permanent

tribute by renaming the San Elizario Primary School in his honor;

and


WHEREAS, Encouraging students to finish school was paramount

with Mr. Loya; he had to drop out of school in the eighth grade

to work with his father on the farm; and


WHEREAS, Responsible in large part for rallying support for

educational funding during bond elections, he would take people

to the polls to ensure their voting; and


WHEREAS, With a strong desire to assist children in obtaining

an education, he would offer room, board, and spending money to

students in return for chores and taking care of the small farm

animals; he did that for many children over the years; and


WHEREAS, This distinguished gentleman would find students

who needed tutoring, go door to door in the colonias to monitor

a student's academic progress, encourage attendance, stress to

parents the importance of education, and recruit students who

needed tutoring; and


WHEREAS, When Mr. Loya brought students home for instruction,

his son Sylvester, an education major at The University of Texas

at El Paso, would provide the teaching experience; Mr. Loya felt

that all efforts should be made for the good of the children; and


WHEREAS, This caring gentleman served as a role model and

motivator to young people; he truly believed that there are no

hardships that cannot be overcome; and


WHEREAS, An exemplary and notable man, Lorenzo G. Loya was

highly respected for his many accomplishments and was a respected

leader in his town and state; and


WHEREAS, He leaves a legacy of compassion and commitment that

will be remembered with gratitude by all those who knew and loved

him; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby extend sincere condolences to the members

of his family:  his wife, Leonor Gonzalez Loya; his sons,

Armando Loya, Lorenzo Loya, Jr., Alfredo Loya, and Sylvester Loya;

his daughters, Gloria Loya, Olga Vidalez, Sylvia Johnson,

Yvonne Moreno, Elinora Herrera, and Diana Padilla; his brothers,

Tony Loya and Juan Loya, Jr.; his sister, Delores Chavez; and his

24 grandchildren; and his four great‑grandchildren; and, be it

further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for his

family as an expression of deepest sympathy from the Texas Senate,

and that when the Senate adjourns this day, it do so in memory of

Lorenzo Loya.

Shapleigh

                             ______________________________________

                                    President of the Senate

                                  I hereby certify that the above

                             Resolution was adopted by the Senate

                             on May 14, 1997, by a rising vote.

                             ______________________________________

                                    Secretary of the Senate

                             ______________________________________

                                      Member, Texas Senate

