
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 977

WHEREAS, The 75th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature

may be the last session in which the state is privileged to have

such a dedicated public servant as James A. Adkins, the Deputy

Executive Director of the Employees Retirement System of Texas,

who is contemplating retirement under the system he has served

so well; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Adkins is known for the time he takes to resolve

problems and provide assistance to members and retirees, regardless

of their position, and for the fairness and compassion with which

he has administered the programs that provide their benefits; and


WHEREAS, His tenure as an employee of the state has been

marked by thoughtful care for the persons served by his agencies,

and by extraordinary efforts to ensure the highest degree of

client and customer service; and


WHEREAS, A native Texan, born July 27, 1940, in Groesbeck,

County of Limestone, he completed his secondary education at

Groesbeck High School, then went on to make his family and the

citizens of his hometown proud of his accomplishments at

The University of Texas at Austin, where he earned a business

degree in 1963 and a law degree in 1964; he received his State

Bar license in 1964; and


WHEREAS, He served as briefing attorney for the Supreme

Court of Texas during the years of 1964 and 1965; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Adkins was designated to serve our country as

Captain, USAF, Judge Advocate General Corps in 1966; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Adkins has served the State of Texas since

1970, first as an employee of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation, where he began as a member of the

legal staff and rose to the position of Executive Deputy

Commissioner, sometimes serving as Acting Commissioner; and


WHEREAS, In 1989, he joined the staff of the Employees

Retirement System of Texas in its Legal Section, and served as

Acting Executive Director in 1990, before assuming his current

position as Deputy Executive Director in September, 1990; and


WHEREAS, He has distinguished himself in this position

through his tireless efforts on behalf of all members of the

retirement system, as well as its retirees; and


WHEREAS, In his years at the retirement system, he has

assisted in providing the most significant benefit increases

for members and retirees in the history of the system; and


WHEREAS, The benefit programs administered by the

Employees Retirement System of Texas are vital to the maintenance

of an effective state workforce, and provide part of the structure

that supports all of state government; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas,

75th Legislature, hereby express deepest gratitude to James A. Adkins

for his years of dedication to the State of Texas and its employees;

and, be it further


RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for

Mr. Adkins as a token of the respect and esteem in which he is held.

Madla

                             ______________________________________

                                     President of the Senate
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                                      Member, Texas Senate

