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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to payments to be made under certain leases for the exploration and production by surface mining of certain minerals. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:


SECTION 1.  Section 53.001, Natural Resources Code, is amended by adding Subdivision (4) to read as follows:



(4)  "Surface mining" means the mining of minerals by removing the overburden lying above the natural deposit of minerals and mining directly from the natural deposits that are exposed.  The term does not include in situ mining activities. 


SECTION 2.  Sections 53.065(b) and (c), Natural Resources Code, are amended to read as follows:


(b)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), under [Under] a lease executed under this subchapter on or after September 1, 1987, the lessee shall pay:


(1)  to the state 80 percent of all bonuses agreed to be paid for the lease and 80 percent of all rentals and royalties that are payable under the lease; and


(2)  [.  The lessee shall pay] to the owner of the surface 20 percent of all bonuses agreed to be paid for the lease and 20 percent of all rentals and royalties payable under the lease.
 


(c)  Under a lease executed under this subchapter on or after September 1, 1999, for the exploration and production by surface mining of coal, lignite, potash, sulphur, thorium, or uranium, the lessee shall pay:


(1)  to the state 60 percent of all bonuses agreed to be paid for the lease and 60 percent of all rentals and royalties that are payable under the lease; and


(2)  to the owner of the surface 40 percent of all bonuses agreed to be paid for the lease and 40 percent of all rentals and royalties payable under the lease. 


(d)  If production is obtained, the state shall receive not less than one‑sixteenth of the value of the minerals produced. 


SECTION 3.  This Act takes effect September 1, 1999. 


SECTION 4.  The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

